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UNION  STREET  CHAPEL. 


ERECTED  1823.  eENTENRRV  1923. 


WHEN,  in  1914,  the  Centenary  of  the  Maidstone  Circuit 
was  reached,  it  seemed  desirable  that  a  short  history 

of  the  Circuit  should  be  compiled,  and  I  was  asked  to 

undertake  the  task.  Then  came  the  Great  War,  and  although 
the  work  was  nearly  complete,  the  national  emergency  brought 
other  and  urgent  duties,  and  with  our  country’s  very  existence 
at  stake,  the  records  of  the  past  became,  for  the  time,  of 
secondary  importance. 

After  the  years  of  war  came  the  subsequent  period  of  unrest, 
and  the  suitable  opportunity  for  publication  seemed  to  have 
been  lost. 

Now  that  1923  has  arrived,  I  have  been  urged  to  complete 
the  work  by  making  this  little  history  serve  as  a  combined 

record  of  the  Circuit  and  of  old  Union  Street  Chapel,  whose 

centenary  year  is  now  celebrated. 

The  result  is  necessarily  a  rather  disconnected  narrative,  but 
the  extra  pages  at  each  end  of  the  book  bring  the  record  of 
Union  Street  up-to-date. 

The  early  history  of  the  Chapel  and  premises  is  briefly,  but 
concisely,  dealt  with  on  pages  13  to  17,  and  there  is  little  to 
add.  The  statistics  given  on  pages  49  to  52  will  be  of  interest 
more  especially  to  those  who  come  after  us. 

During  the  nine  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  first  part 
was  written,  the  work  has  been  quietly  and  faithfully  carried  on 
by  those  who  have  succeeded  the  worthy  band  who  wrought  so 
valiantly  for  God  and  Methodism  during  the  earlier  years. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  record  that  the  last  of  the  Insurance 
Policies,  referred  to  on  page  45,  became  payable  in  1917,  on  the 
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death  of  the  insured  at  a  ripe  old  age,  and  the  sum  of 
£546  17s.  od.  was  received  from  the  “  Star  Life  Assurance 
Society.”  The  debt  was  thereby  reduced  to  £520,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  in  connection  with  the  Centenary  celebration  this 
year  the  old  Sanctury  may  at  last  be  entirely  freed  from  debt. 

We  have  been  able  to  reproduce  portraits  of  a  tew  of  the 
representative  workers  who,  althought  essentially  “  Circuit  men,” 
were  all  more  particularly  attached  to  Union  Street.  The 
names  of  others  will  be  recalled  by  a  perusal  of  the  wall 
memorial  tablets,  notably  those  of  Mr.  Joseph  Holland  and  the 
Hazells,  father  and  son  ;  while  many  others  are  inscribed  on  the 
gravestones  in  the  Chapel  grounds  where  their  mortal  remains 
lie  peacefully,  close  to  the  Sanctuary  they  loved  so  well. 

A  recent  perusal  of  the  tablets  brought  back  to  the  present 
writer  memories  of  many  of  those  whose  names  are  recorded, 
while  they  were  yet  alive,  and  the  wording  of  the  older 
Tablets  seemed  strangely  familiar.  Sermons  in  those  days  often 
seemed  long,  and  were  not  particularly  interesting  to  a  young 
boy  shut  up  in  one  of  the  old  fashioned  baize-lined  box  pews, 
and  even  eulogies  of  the  piety  of  departed  worthies  became 
an  interesting  study  and  afforded  some  relief  from  the  monotony 
of  a  faithful  ”  forty-five  or  60  minutes’  discourse.  Times  are 
changed,  services  are  brighter,  sermons  shorter,  and  our 
doctrines  and  theology  are  more  attractively  presented,  but 
looking  back  over  more  than  sixty  years,  one  cannot  but 
recognize  the  substantial  merits  of  those  worthy  men  who  so 
truly  laid  the  foundations  of  our  religious  knowledge  and  belief. 

And  what  of  the  congregations  ?  The  old  Chapel  seems 
spiritually  crowded  with  those  who  were  the  standard  bearers 
in  those  days,  and  who  have  one  by  one  passed  away  to  the 
infinite  beyond. 

And  still  the  Church  life  goes  on.  The  older  generations 
have  passed  away,  but  their  children  and  successors,  both  lay 
and  ministerial,  in  Church  and  School,  are  prayerfully  striving 
to  keep  alive  the  work  so  well  begun  more  than  a  hundred  years 
ago. 

ALBERT  W.  SMITH, 

September  1923. 
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HUNDRED  YEARS  have  passed  since  Maidstone  became 
fjj  the  head  of  a  Circuit.  Eor  about  a  quarter  of  a  century 
previously  Methodist  Services  had  been  regularly  held,  a 
Society  was  in  existence,  property  had  been  acquired,  and  the 
first  small  Chapel  erected.  During  that  preliminary  period 
Maidstone  was  attached  first  to  Rye,  and  then,  by  a  division 
in  1802,  to  the  Sevenoaks  Circuit.  At  the  Conference  of 
1814  another  division  was  made,  Sevenoaks  remaining  the  head 
of  one  part,  with  two  Ministers,  and  Maidstone  becoming  a 
separate  Circuit,  also  with  two  Ministers. 


No  complete  records  are  available,  but  the  compiler  of  this 
history  has  been  able  to  collect  from  a  variety  of  sources 
sufficient  information  to  enable  him  to  present  a  fairly  complete 
account  of  the  beginnings  and  development  of  Methodism  in 
Maidstone  and  its  neighbourhood,  which  will  be  of  interest  to 
the  present  generation,  as  well  as  to  those  who  come  after  us. 


No  attempt  has  been  made  to  render  this  a  biographical  record 
of  those  who  established  and  built  up  our  Societies,  but  from 
the  record  of  their  labours  we,  their  children  and  successors,  may 
be  able  to  form  some  idea  of  what  manner  of  men  and  women 
they  were  who  wrought  for  God  and  their  succeeding  genera¬ 
tions,  and,  in  so  doing,  laid  the  foundation  of  what  we  now 
possess  and  enjoy. 


Every  care  has  been  taken  to  ensure  accuracy  and  to  make  our 
story  as  complete  as  the  material  available  has  permitted. 
It  is  hoped  that  no  serious  omission  or  error  has  resulted 
from  the  lack  of  information,  or  from  the  necessary  condensation 
of  available  facts  within  the  limit  of  this  little  book. 


Maidstone ,  December ,  1914. 


. 
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(general  j4isionj  of  the  Circuit. 


Methodism  was  established  by  John  Wesley  in  1739,  the  first 
Conference  being  held  in  1744. 

In  1746  there  were  7  Circuits  : — 

1.  London,  including  Kent  (with  other  home  counties) 

2.  Bristol.  5.  Yorkshire. 

3.  Cornwall.  6.  Newcastle. 

4.  Evesham.  7.  Wales. 

In  1765  we  find  the  Sussex  Circuit,  called  in  1794  the  “Rye’’ 
Circuit,  from  which  successively  were  formed  Sevenoaks  (including 
Maidstone)  1802,  Sandhurst  1815,  Tenterden,  1819,  and  Hastings 
1822. 

From  Sevenoaks  were  formed  Maidstone  in  1814,  and  Tunbridge 
Wells  in  1847.  Tonbridge  was  divided  from  Tunbridge  Wells  in 
1889. 

The  earliest  local  records  we  have  of  Maidstone  Methodism  date 
from  January  1st,  1791,  the  year  of  John  Wesley’s  death.  The 
ministers  appointed  to  Rye  at  the  Conference  of  1790  w-ere 
probably  the  first  who  regularly  visited  the  Society  at  Maidstone, 
although  there  may  have  been  occasional  services  conducted  by 
travelling  or  local  preachers  prior  to  that  date  which  led  to  the 
formation  of  the  first  Methodist  Society  here.  The  income  in 
1791  was£*23  12s.  gd.,  derived  from  Publick  Collections  £"9  10s.  6d., 
and  Subscriptions  £"14  2s.  3d.  The  expenditure  was  £ 22  15s.  6d., 
which  included  travelling  expenses  of  preachers,  coals  and  candles, 
and  £15  Rent  to  Mr.  Seager  (himself  a  member,  or  at  least  a 
subscriber).  The  rent  was  probably  for  the  building  on  St.  Faith’s 
Green  (now  part  of  the  Museum  Gardens),  which  was  used  as 
a  preaching  room  until  1805,  when  the  first  Chapel  was  built  in 
Tyler’s  Lane,  now  Union  Street.  The  first  entry  of  Class  Money 
paid  is  in  1793.  Up  to  1794  the  Society  appears  to  have  been 
served  by  local  preachers. 
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In  1794  the  Travelling  Preachers  from  Rye  regularly  visited 
Maidstone  and  administered  the  Sacraments,  l'he  second  minister, 
the  Rev.  Duncan  Kay  (1786-1816)  received  a  quarterage  of  £"4, 
while  3s.  6d.  a  week  was  paid  for  his  board,  and  4s.  a  week  keep 
for  the  horse.  These  were  probably  only  partial  payments,  as 
other  places  in  the  wide  Circuit  would  be  visited  and  would 
contribute  their  share  of  the  preacher's  allowances. 

In  1802  the  Rev  Jonathan  Cousins,  who  had  been  for  2  years 
Superintendent  Minister  at  Rye,  became  Superintendent  of  the 
Sevenoaks  Circuit  with  two  colleagues.  The  quarterage  paid  by- 
Maidstone  was  £5  6s.  8d.,  with  £6  10s.  a  year  for  horse  keep,  but 
no  board  money  is  charged.  £1  12s.  6d.  was  raised  by  collections 
towards  Mr.  Cousins’  expenses  to  Conference. 

The  new  Chapel  in  Tyler’s  Lane  was  opened  in  1805  by  the 
Rev.  Joseph  Benson  (1771-1821),  who  was  President  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  in  1798  and  1810.  One  guinea  was  paid  for  his  expenses. 
The  collections  at  the  opening  were  £ij  8s.  2d. 

In  1808  the  third  Minister,  Rev  James  Mole  (1806-1849)  appears 
to  have  lived  at  Maidstone,  for  we  find  the  entry',  “  Paid  to  Mr. 
Dean  (Rev.  John  Dean,  Superintendent J ,  for  Single  Preacher’s 
board,  4th  June,  to  31st  December,  at  12s. — £"12  ;  Ditto  for  himself 
14  weeks  at  16s. — £11  4s.”  The  quarterage  paid  to  the  Circuit 
was  still  £5  6s.  8d.,  but  in  1810  this  was  advanced  to  £6  16s.  8d., 
and  then  to  £8  ys.,  while  an  extra  is.  per  member,  amounting  to 
£6,  was  also  levied.  This  was  in  June,  1810,  and  gives  indirectly 
the  information  that  there  was  a  membership  of  120  at  the  time. 

At  the  Conference  of  1814,  the  Maidstone  Circuit  was  separated 
from  Sevenoaks,  the  Revs.  John  Rossell  (1799-1831)  and  Joseph 
Brittain  (1806-1822)  being  appointed  as  the  first  Ministers. 
Preachers’  Board  at  £1  a  week  was  paid  and  quarterage  £”53, 
making  a  total  of  £105  a  year  for  the  2  preachers  from  the 
Maidstone  Society.  During  the  first  year  £89  16s.  was  received 
from  Class  and  Ticket  Money,  £”29  3s.  from  4  quarterly  collections, 
and  £20  ns.  3d.  from  13  Sacramental  collections.  There  is  no 
account  of  contributions  received  from  other  Societies  in  the 
Circuit. 
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In  1823  the  present  Chapel  in  Union  Street  was  built.  We  are 
able  to  give  a  full  statement  (see  Appendix  II.)  of  the  membership 
of  the  Circuit  in  this  year  which  will  be  of  interest. 

The  whole  numbers  are  as  follows  :  — 


Maidstone . 

.  3i9 

Headcorn . . 

.  4i 

Goudhurst  . 

.  69 

Maiden . 

.  18 

Hollingbourn  . . 

.  48 

Tli  urn  ham  . 

.  15 

Aylesford  . 

Mailing . 

Banning  . 

542 


No.  sent  to  the  Conference  520 

Thos.  Standen  1  .,  c,  , 

Robt.  Hazei.l  (Circuit  Stewards. 

Wm  Judge  |  Society  Stewards  m  Maidstone. 

July,  1823.  (Signed)  JAMES  GILL. 

In  1827,  Collier  Street,  Langley  and  Mereworth  are  added  to  the 
list  of  preaching  places. 
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Ashford  Circuit  was  formed  in  1811,  and  in  1829  was  joined  to 
Tenterden  which  had  been  separated  from  Rye  in  1819.  Head- 
corn  and  Goudhurst  Societies  were  taken  from  Maidstone  in  1829. 
Ashford  and  Tenterden  were  separated  in  1842,  to  be  again 
united,  together  with  Lydd,  in  1902,  forming  the  present  Kent 
Mission. 

In  1830  the  Societies  on  the  Sittingbourne  side  are  reckoned  in 
the  Circuit,  and  the  membership  is  returned  as  follows  : — 


Maidstone  . 

■  254 

Sittingbourne  . 

62 

Milton  . 

•  43 

Bredgar  . 

17 

Newington  . 

10 

Halstowe  . 

7 

Rainham  . 

12 

Mailing  . 

19 

Hollingbourne  . 

30 

Aylesford  . 

- 

Offham  . 

5 

Thurnham . 

7 

Collier  Street  . 

10 

Milebush  (Marden)  .. 

6 

Wnteringbury  . 

7 

Total...  504,  with  12  on  Trial. 


Thomas  Standfn,  Maidstone 
David  Vipond,  Sittingbourne 


'  Circuit  Stewards. 


Josr.PH  Holland 
Chaklks  Bakkk 


j-  Society  Stewards,  Maidstone. 
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In  1836,  the  Societies  and  membership  are  recorded 


Maidstone  .  309 

Langley  and  Leeds  13 

Elstone  .  7 

Thurnham .  25 

Aylesford  .  15 

Colyer  Street .  7 

Mile  Bush  .  n 

East  Mailing .  24 

Wateringbury  .  10 — 4 


Sittingbourne  . 

••  52 

Milton . 

..  46 

Bredgar . 

..  28 

Newington . 

••  23 

Key  Street . 

..  19 

Mons  Gore . 

..  21 

Hazel  Street  . 

..  6—195 

Total. . . . 

616 

In  1839,  the  Centenary  of  Wesleyan  Methodism  was  celebrated. 
Mr.  Charles  Pell,  an  old  member,  who  was  a  Cork  Cutter,  and 
lived  at  18  Stone  Street,  wrote  under  date  22nd  October,  1894  : — 

“  In  the  month  of  October,  1839,  the  great  Centenary  of 
Wesleyan  Methodism  was  celebrated  in  Union  Street,  and  in 
the  Day  School,  Wheeler  Street,  Maidstone.  The  meetings 
commenced  at  eight  in  the  morning,  and  lasted  14  hours.  I  was 
present  at  all  those  meetings — not  going  home  at  all  for  14 
hours.  Of  course,  breakfast,  dinner  and  tea  were  provided,  and  so 
many  came  that  some  had  no  breakfast  that  day  (I  for  one)  ;  no 
dinner  till  2.15,  and  then  told  to  make  haste,  as  the  next  meeting 
was  at  2.30. 

“  1  All  hail  a  hundred  years  ago '  was  sung  oh  that  occasion,  with 
great  gladness.” 

Another  former  member  writes 

“  1  have  m  my  possession  2  small  memo  books  (in  my  own 
writing  at  7  years  of  age)  containing  an  account  of  the  celebration 
of  the  centenary  of  Methodism,  when  on  Friday,  October  25th, 
1839,  the  Rev.  James  Rosser  preached  from  Psalm  60,  4th  verse  ; 
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and  on  Sunday,  27th  October,  Mr.  Rosser  again  preached  from 
John  15,  9.  Also  on  Sunday,  November  3rd,  Mr.  Cooper  preached 
from  Exodus  14,  15th  verse.  On  Monday,  28th  October,  the 
celebration  of  the  centenary  was  continued,  when  the  Sunday 
School  children,  between  400  and  500  boys  and  girls,  were 
entertained  to  breakfast  in  the  British  School  rooms,  in  Wheeler 
Street,  when  they  had  hot  rolls  and  coffee,  and  enjoyed  themselves 
very  much.  Later  in  the  day  the  adults  (about  320)  sat  down  at 
17  tables  to  a  dinner  of  roast  and  boiled  beef,  legs  of  mutton  and 
plum  pudding,  of  which  there  was  a  plentiful  supply.” 

Mr.  Pell  also  adds  the  following  interesting  reminiscence  : — 

“  About  the  year  1840  an  old  man  from  Strood  preached  at  the 
Union  Street  Chapel.  He  said  that  he  was  the  first  man  to 
introduce  the  Methodist  connexion  into  Maidstone  by  coming 
from  Strood  on  a  Sunday  morning  to  hold  a  prayer  meeting.  No 
one  came,  he  prayed  and  visited  a  few  families. 

The  next  Sabbath  he  came  again,  and  one  woman  only  attended 
the  prayer  meeting.  He  now  thanked  God  for  the  first  success 
and  determined  to  persevere.  In  time  preaching  was  introduced 
by  local  preachers,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  century, 
the  first  travelling  preacher  came  to  reside.  I  knew  one  of  the 
first  subscribers  (of  £ 20 )  to  the  travelling  Preacher’s  salary,  in 
addition  to  his  other  subscriptions. 

The  old  man  was  feeble  and  lame  :  he  ascended  the  pulpit  very 
slowly,  putting  the  same  foot  forward  at  each  step  he  took, 

He  preached  a  very  plain,  homely  sermon,  and  said  at  the 
close:  “Some  of  you  smart,  young  people  will  say,  ‘poor,  dry 
discourse  that,  time  he  left  off  preaching,  but  no  doubt  he  is 
well  paid  for  it,  or  he  wouldn’t  trouble  his  head  about  it  at  his 
time  of  life.’  Ah,  you  are  quite  wrong,  they  never  paid  me  a 
shilling  for  preaching  yet,  and  I  don’t  expect  they  will  begin 
now.” 
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In  1846,  after  the  separation  of  Sittingbourne,  Maidstone  was 
left  with  the  following  Societies  and  membership  : — 

Maidstone  (in  20  Classes)  302  Leeds  . .  10 


Thurnham .  28  Harrietsham  .  5 

East  Mailing .  30  - 

Aylesford  .  28  433 

Marden  .  12  - 

Hollingbourne  .  18 


Thomas  Standen  /  •,  c,  , 

^  t)  1  Circuit  Stewards. 

Charles  Baker  ) 


The  year  1864,  the  Circuit  Jubilee,  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  marked  by  any  special  celebration. 


Rev.  Joshua  Priestley 
Rev.  Newton  R.  Penny 


Ministers,  1863-4. 


Rev.  John  Hearnshaw  ) 
Rev.  Edward  Ivnibbs  ) 


Ministers,  1864-5. 


James  Barton 
George  Baker 


Circuit  Stewards. 


Maidstone— Thomas  Smith 
Horace  Martin 


Society  Stewards. 


Do. 


J.  L.  Harrison  j 
Josiah  T.  Baker  ) 


Poor  Stewards. 


Marden . Mr.  Boots,  Society  Steward. 

Aylesford  . G.  Hammond  „  ,, 

East  Malling . W.  Brown  „  „ 

Hollingbourne  . Mr.  Robinson  ,,  ,, 

Thurnham . ....MV.  Beales  ,,  ,, 

Burham . ,..W.  Hawkes 
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Membership  in  1864. 


Maidstone  . 

....  249 

Burham  . 

.  32 

Marden  . 

....  22 

Langtev  . 

.  6 

Aylesford  . 

. 

East  Mailing . 

.  17 

400 

Hollmgbourne  _ 

.  15 

Thurnham . 

.  13 

The  History  of  the  second  half  of  the  Century  1864-1914, 
comprises  events  within  the  memory  or  knowledge  of  those  still 
living.  The  more  important  of  these  events  are  referred  to 
elsewhere,  in  connection  with  the  records  of  the  various 
Chapels,  but  special  mention  must  be  made  of  the  developments 
made  during  the  middle  of  this  period. 

In  1879,  the  Revs.  C.  O.  Eldridge,  B.A.,  and  R.  Goodhugh 
Dawson  were  appointed,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  promote 
a  strong  revival  of  the  spiritual  life  throughout  the  Circuit, 
which  was  accompanied  by  a  remarkable  outburst  of  liberality 
in  support  of  the  many  schemes  of  material  extension  and 
improvement  which  were  initiated  and  carried  through  by  the 
Circuit  Relief  and  Extension  Fund.  The  good  work  was  loyally 
carried  on  by  their  successors  and  resulted  in  the  expansion  of 
the  Circuit  Membership  from  329  in  1879  to  543  in  1895,  while 
the  many  improvements  and  additions  were  made  to  the  Trust 
properties  in  the  Circuit,  by  means  of  the  Central  Fund  and 
local  efforts. 


INTERIOR.  OF  UNION  STREET'  CHAPEL. 
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UNION  STREET  CH^PEla, 

On  the  2nd  February,  1805,  a  piece  of  land  in  Tyler’s  Lane 
(now  Union  Street),  having  a  frontage  of  39  feet  3  inches,  and 
a  depth  of  79  feet  6  inches,  on  which  stood  an  old  barn  and 
stable,  was  purchased  for  £ 200  from  William  Coleman  by 
Robert  Hazell,  Linendraper  ;  Thomas  Funnell,  Tanner  ;  Thomas 
Sutton,  Clocksmith  ;  and  Edward  Sutton,  Baker ;  Thomas  Link, 
Farmer,  being  named  as  a  joint  Trustee.  On  this  land  a  small 
Chapel  was  built,  with  a  Vestry  and  Cottage  in  the  rear. 

Thomas  Funnell  died  in  1812.  His  undivided  fourth  share  in 
the  property  was  not  claimed,  but  interest  was  paid  to  his  next 
relative  for  some  years,  and  £300  was  afterwards  reserved  as 
a  provision  against  any  possible  claim  by  his  representatives. 
It  was  not  until  1833  that  this  claim  was  made,  and  the  sum  of 
£"338  15s.  was  awarded  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  to  his  heirs. 
This  happened  in  the  days  before  Methodist  property  was  legally 
secured  to  the  Connexion. 

A  Trust  was  formed  in  1816.  On  the  4th  March,  1817,  further 
land  was  purchased,  containing  3  roods  and  9  perches,  for  £230, 
and  rvas  conveyed  from  the  Trustees  of  Timewell  Bentham  to 
Thomas  Sutton. 

Early  in  1823  a  valuation  of  the  old  Chapel  property  was 
made  by  two  surveyors,  amounting  to  ^872  9s.  6d.,  including  the 
land. 

In  1823  the  Chapel  was  pulled  down,  and  an  old  account 
shows  that  there  had  been  received  from  October,  1820  to  that 
time  for  Pew  rents,  11  quarters,  ^245  13s.  3d.,  out  of  which  the 
Trustees’  expenses  of  £88  ns.  nd.  had  been  defrayed  and  the 
balance  of  £157  is.  qd.  paid  to  the  Circuit  funds. 

In  that  year  the  present  Chapel  was  built,  with  a  small  school¬ 
room  on  two  floors  and  cottage  in  the  rear.  It  was  designed  by 
Mr.  Z.  Cozens,  Architect  and  Surveyor,  but  unfortunately  no 
documents  have  been  preserved  showing  the  actual  cost.  A 
debt  of  £3,003  existed  in  1824  on  the  new  premises. 
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In  1829  Messrs.  John  Brenchley,  William  Henry  Stacey  and 
Courtney  Stacey,  Brewers,  laid  out  a  new  street  which  they 
called  Brewer  Street,  and  they  sold  a  piece  of  land  approximately 
100  feet  square,  abutting  on  the  new  street  and  adjoining  the 
Chapel  Grounds,  to  the  Trustees  for  £300.  This  land  included 
the  site  of  the  present  Minister’s  house  and  had  a  right  of  way 
from  Union  street.  It  was  conveyed  to  Thomas  Sutton,  Clock- 
smith  ;  Joseph  Holland,  Gentleman  ;  George  Box,  Cabinet 
Maker;  Robert  Hazell,  Gentleman;  Stephen  Link  Hazell, 
Gentleman  ;  Charles  Kerr,  Schoolmaster ;  Thomas  Spong, 
Gentleman  ;  Thomas  Standen,  Grocer  ;  Thomas  Sheen,  Shoe¬ 
maker  ;  Charles  Baker,  Cooper ;  John  Marchant,  Gentleman ; 
John  Skinner,  Gentleman  ;  George  Worley,  Grazier  ;  and  James 
Harrison,  Bricklayer. 

An  organ  was  erected  in  the  Chapel  in  1829  at  a  cost  of  £195. 

On  the  8th  November,  1844,  the  whole  of  the  premises,  in¬ 
cluding  the  ground  with  Chapel,  Schools,  Cottage  and  Minister’s 
House,  which  had  been  officially  valued  in  1843  at  £4,648,  were 
conveyed  for  the  nominal  sum  of  Five  Shillings  from  Edward 
Sutton,  Geo.  Box,  Henry  Clark,  Robert  Hazell,  Charles  Kerr, 
Charles  Baker,  William  Richard  Colbert,  Rev.  Geo.  Gill,  Stephen 
Link  Hazell,  Thos.  Standen,  Thos.  Sheen,  John  Stevens,  Thomas 
Spong,  John  Marchant,  John  Skinner,  and  James  Harrison,  with 
the  approbation  of  Rev.  Samuel  Young,  Superintendent  Minister, 
to  the  Rev.  James  Mole,  to  the  use  of  Robert  Hazell,  Esq., 
Stephen  Link  Hazell,  Gentleman ;  Charles  Baker,  Cooper ; 
Thos.  Standen,  Grocer  ;  James  Harrison,  Bricklayer  ;  Basil 
Harrison,  Gentleman  ;  Joseph  Harrison,  Gentleman  ;  Wm. 
Barrow  Dunmill,  Saddler ;  James  Barton  the  Elder,  Haber¬ 
dasher  ;  Richard  Beeching,  Shoemaker ;  William  Beeching, 
Shoemaker ;  Charles  Knight,  Brushmaker ;  John  Drewett, 
Retired  Sergeant;  William  Akehurst  the  Younger,  Farmer; 
Thos.  Parks,  Baker  ;  Richard  Walter,  Builder  ;  John  Edward 
Hooker,  Gentleman ;  Thomas  Humphrey,  Gardener ;  Ambrose 
Everett,  Carpenter  ;  and  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever  on  the 
trust  of  the  Model  Deed. 
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In  1853  the  remaining  debt  of  £3,500  was  provided  for  by 
Policies  of  Insurance  on  five  lives  for  £ 500  each,  and  on  two 
joint  lives  for  £1,000.  The  sum  of  £3,500,  at  3%  per  annum, 
was  borrowed  from  the  “  Star  ”  Assurance  Society  on  the  note  of 
hand  of  the  Trustees  secured  by  the  policies.  In  one  case  the 
insured  left  England  and  the  policy  was  surrendered  for  £"150, 
an  additional  £350  being  paid  to  redeem  the  full  amount  of  the 
policy.  Other  £500  policies  became  payable  in  1869,  1902,  and 
1907,  and  that  for  £1,000  in  1910  on  the  death  of  the  survivor  of 
the  two  lives.  One  policy  of  £"500  is  still  extant.  Thus  the 
well-intentioned  purpose  of  our  fathers  is  nearly  accomplished, 
but  it  has  been  an  expensive  way  of  providing  for  a  debt  incurred 
80  years  ago. 

In  1858  the  need  for  larger  and  better  School  premises  was 
urgently  felt,  and  a  contract  was  entered  into  between  George 
Chambers,  Builder,  and  Stephen  Link  Hazell  and  Charles  Baker 
representing  the  Trustees,  to  pull  down  the  old  Schools  and  erect 
the  present  School  room  with  the  Committee  room  and  Class 
rooms  over  for  the  sum  of  £700.  The  Foundation  Stone  was 
laid  on  Monday,  May  31st,  by  Stephen  Link  Hazell  ;  Mr.  Gough, 
who  had  preached  twice  on  the  preceeding  day,  delivering  an 
address.  On  Wednesday,  October  6th,  the  new  School  was 
opened,  the  Rev.  Richard  Roberts  (President  in  1885)  preached 
in  the  afternoon  and  the  Rev.  W.  Morley  Punshon  (President  in 
1874)  in  the  evening.  At  the  opening  meeting  in  the  afternoon 
the  Rev.  J.  Dawson,  Superintendent  Minister,  presided,  and  on  the 
platform  were  the  Rev.  R.  Roberts,  Rev.  D.  J.  Waller  (President 
in  1895),  Rev.  T.  G.  Keeling,  Messrs.  S.  L.  Hazell,  E.  Wood, 
C.  Baker,  and  J.  L.  Harrison,  Secretary. 

The  children  were  entertained  on  the  following  day.  On 
Sunday  Oct.  10th,  the  first  address  was  given  in  the  new  School 
by  Mr.  Charles  Baker. 

The  new  School  had  been  warmly  advocated  by  Mr.  Punshon 
as  early  as  1854,  and  it  was  hoped  that  a  Day  School  would  be 
speedily  established.  This  hope  was  not  realised  till  1869- 
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In  1865  the  Porch  at  the  entrance  to  the  Chapel  was  built, 
separate  entrances  to  the  Gallery  were  formed,  and  the  front 
cemented  at  a  cost  of  about  £200. 

In  1868  five  old  Cottages  which  stood  at  the  Union  Street  end 
of  Chapel  Place  were  bought  and  pulled  down,  the  site  being 
added  to  the  front  ground.  The  total  cost  was  £"190.  This  is 
the  last  addition  made  to  the  property,  the  site  having  cost  £920 
in  four  separate  purchases. 

In  1869  the  Day  School  was  opened,  with  Mr.  Joseph  Odery  as 
its  first  master.  This  School  rendered  very  efficient  service  to 
the  cause  of  Elementary  Education  in  Maidstone,  especially 
during  the  many  years  Mastership  of  Mr.  Henry  J.  Smith,  until 
it  was  finally  closed  by  the  Borough  Education  Authority  on  the 
opening  of  the  new  Council  School  in  Union  Street. 

In  1881  the  interior  of  the  Chapel  was  reseated,  the  Gallery 
reconstructed  and  the  Organ  improved  at  a  total  cost  of  £1000. 
Mr.  A.  W.  Smith  was  the  Architect. 

In  1890-2  the  Chapel  was  renovated,  heating  apparatus  im¬ 
proved  and  the  Chapel  Keeper’s  Cottage  was  pulled  down  and 
new  Class  Rooms  and  Church  Parlour  built  at  a  cost  of  about 
.£1100. 

In  1895  the  School  was  further  improved  and  new  Porch  and 
Lobby  built  at  a  cost  of  ^160. 

In  1910  the  premises  were  renovated  and  Electric  Lighting 
installed  at  a  cost  of  £690. 

In  1912  a  rather  alarming  outbreak  of  fire  caused  considerable 
injury  to  the  galleries  and  interior  of  the  Chapel.  It  was 
fortunately  quickly  discovered  and  extinguished,  but  damage 
to  the  extent  of  .£210  was  done,  which  sum  was  promptly  paid 
by  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Trust  Assurance  Company. 

The  ground  in  front  and  at  the  rear  of  the  Chapel  buildings 
was  from  1823  onwards  the  principal  Nonconformist  Burial 
Ground  in  Maidstone.  Mr.  Thomas  Standen  was  the  Burial 
Steward  up  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1864  and  personally  con- 
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ducted  a  very  large  number  of  funerals.  Following  him  Messrs. 
W.  J.  Haffenden,  Josiah  1'.  Baker  and  Albert  W.  Smith  have 
successively  been  responsible  for  the  custody  of  the  ground,  but 
interments,  except  in  family  graves,  practically  ceased  with  the 
opening  of  the  Maidstone  Cemetery.  The  Register  contains 
the  names  of  many  hundreds  who  were  buried  in  this  ground, 
especially  in  its  earlier  days,  including  members  of  the  families 
of  nearly  all  those  who  have  been  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Church  during  the  years  under  review. 


TONBRIDGE  RO?lD  CHAPEL. 

As  early  as  1862  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  seek  out  a 
preaching  house  in  Fant,  but  it  was  not  until  1868  that  the  work 
was  begun.  In  that  year  the  September  Quarterly  Meeting 
cordially  approved  a  proposal  to  open  a  house  in  Fant  Fields 
(Upper  Fant  Road),  for  a  Sunday  School  and  for  Sunday  evening 
services,  and  Mr.  Charles  Baker  Senr.,  Mr.  James  Barton  and  Mr. 
D.  W.  Vennell  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  co-operate  with 
Mr.  J.  C.  West  in  carrying  out  the  Scheme.  The  front  rooms  of 
two  cottages  were  thrown  into  one  in  order  to  accommodate  the 
Mission,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W  est  living  in  the  house  and  having  care 
of  the  premises.  This  continued  for  three  years,  until  in  1871  a 
building  in  Bower  Lane  was  bought  by  Messrs.  James  Barton, 
Geo.  Baker,  Thos.  Smith,  J.  T.  Baker  and  Edmund  Gascoine  and 
converted  into  a  Chapel  with  Schoolroom  over  at  a  cost  to 
themselves  of  £230,  besides  the  outlay  for  seating,  lighting  and 
warming  raised  by  subscription. 

The  Quarterly  Meeting  consented  to  hire  this  building  with 
option  of  purchase  and  appointed  an  influential  Committee  of 
Management.  The  Mission  and  School  were  carried  on  in  Bower 
Lane  for  eleven  years,  the  public  services  being  arranged  on  the 
Circuit  Plan,  and  the  Sunday  School  being  successively  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  George  Baker,  Mr.  Wm.  Male,  Mr.  Charles 
Baker,  Jun.,  Mr.  James  Ring  and  others. 
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In  September,  1878,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  acquire  a 
site  for  a  new  Chapel,  and  after  considerable  difficulty  the  present 
site  in  Tonbridge  Road  was  bought  in  1880  and  a  Trust  formed 
consisting  of  Charles  Baker,  Josiah  T.  Baker,  Jesse  Barton,  Wm. 
Hawkes,  Richd.  Hales,  John  Hobbs,  Edwd.  H.  Ivens,  Chas. 
Knight,  Horace  Martin,  Thos.  J.  Newton,  Fredk.  Relf,  Edwin 
Salt  and  Albert  Wm.  Smith.  On  September  30,  1881  the  Tender 
of  Mr.  Richard  Avard  was  accepted,  and  on  December  12,  the 
Foundation  Stone  was  laid  by  Mr.  Wm.  Hobbs,  the  sum  of  £381 
being  raised  on  that  day.  The  Chapel  was  opened  on  September 
6th,  1882  by  the  Rev.  Richard  Roberts.  The  total  cost  was 
^4137,  and  the  whole  was  raised  within  2  years  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  a  temporary  debt  of  ^984.  A  loan  without  interest  from 
the  Chapel  Committee  was  obtained  and  paid  off  by  half  yearly 
instalments  in  10  years,  the  whole  of  the  remaining  original  debt 
being  extinguished  by  the  aid  of  the  Circuit  Relief  Fund  in  1898. 

In  1888  the  Infant  School  building  was  purchased  and  erected 
at  a  cost  of  £113,  which  was  raised  by  the  Sunday  School, 
principally  by  means  of  a  Bazaar  held  in  the  Old  Palace,  and  by 
subscriptions. 

In  1890,  the  present  Organ  was  bought  and  erected  at  a  cost  of 
.£97.  It  has  since  been  re-built  and  enlarged. 

In  i8gr  a  legacy  of  ^120  was  received  from  Mrs.  Ann  Down,  a 
member,  which  was  applied  in  reduction  of  debt. 

In  1893  the  Chapel  was  decorated  and  renovated  at  a  cost  of 
^216.  The  Reredos  was  made  and  presented  to  the  Chapel  by 
Mr.  George  Candler  and  his  family. 

In  Sept.  1897  the  use  of  the  Schoolrooms  was  granted  to  the 
Local  Authorities  for  use  as  a  Temporary  Hospital  in  the  emer¬ 
gency  created  by  an  epidemic  of  Typhoid  Fever  in  the  town. 
The  School  was  re-opened  on  January  30th,  1898. 

In  1899,  in  view  of  the  desirability  of  the  establishment  of  a 
Higher  Grade  Elementary  Day  School,  a  piece  of  land  in  Bower 
Mount  Road  adjoining  the  present  site  was  bought  from  Mr. 
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James  Barton  for  £265.  Subsequent  educational  legislation 
having  rendered  another  denominational  school  impracticable, 
the  land  was  sold  in  1905  at  a  loss. 

In  1913,  the  Chapel  and  Schools  were  repaired  and  renovated 
at  a  cost  of  .£384. 

The  Trust  was  renewed  in  1888  and  again  in  1902. 


^YlaESFORD. 

The  early  records  of  membership  in  the  Circuit  make  mention 
of  the  Aylesford  Society.  We  have  given  in  appendix  II.  a 
list  of  the  members  in  1823. 

In  1849  a  strong  effort  was  made  to  procure  a  suitable  Chapel, 
it  being  stated  that  services  had  been  held  for  many  years  in  “  a 
building  exceedingly  inconvenient,  and  actually  in  a  very 
dilapidated  and  dangerous  state.” 

Mr.  E.  L.  Betts,  of  Preston  Hall,  was  approached,  and  he 
generously  gave  the  present  site  and  a  donation  of  £20  to  the 
Building  Fund.  The  conveyance  dated  12th  December,  1850,  is 
from  E.  L.  Betts  to  the  following  Trustees  : — George  Baker, 
James  Barton,  Junr.,  William  Binskin,  James  Brown,  Thomas 
Brown,  Joseph  Drewett,  Basil  Harrison,  William  Headford, 
Thomas  Parks,  Thomas  Smith,  Thomas  Standen,  William  Winter 
and  Edward  Wood.  The  nominal  sum  of  five  shillings  was  paid. 

The  building  was  evidently  modelled  upon  a  suggested  plan 
and  design  for  a  Model  Village  Chapel  contained  in  a  book  upon 
“  Chapel  and  School  Architecture,”  published  by  the  Rev.  F.  J. 
Jobson  in  1850.  The  foundation  Stone  was  laid  on  the  7th 
December,  1850.  by  Mr.  Knowles  King,  and  the  Chapel,  which 
cost  ^"400,  -was  opened  on  Good  Friday,  the  18th  April,  1851,  by 
the  Rev.  George  Scott,  formerly  Missionary  in  Sweden,  the 
services  being  continued  on  the  Sunday  following  by  the  Revs. 
John  Geden  and  John  Drury  Geden. 

The  Anniversary  Services  have  ever  since  been  held  on  Good 
Friday  and  Easter  Sunday. 
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In  1859  the  Gallery  was  built,  and  together  with  painting  and 
erection  of  outbuildings,  cost  ^70. 

In  1864  The  Chapel  was  enlarged  eastwards,  and  the  School¬ 
room  built  at  a  cost  of  .£525,  part  of  the  money  being  raised  by  a 
Bazaar  held  in  Preston  Hall  Park. 

In  1870  ^60  was  spent  in  repairs  and  .£50  paid  off  debt,  re¬ 
ducing  the  latter  to  £50. 

The  pew  rents  at  this  time  realised  nearly  £30  a  year,  and  £ 20 
a  year  was  paid  to  the  Circuit  Board. 

In  1880  all  the  debt  was  cleared. 

In  1886  a  Special  Renovation  Fund  realized  ^37. 

In  1890  the  Chapel  was  reseated  and  a  new  Class  Room  built 
at  a  cost  of  .£236. 

In  1895  tfie  Trust  was  renewed  and  £43  spent  on  renovations. 

In  1901  the  Organ  was  inserted,  which,  with  the  necessary 
alterations,  cost  .£86. 

There  has  been  no  Trust  debt  at  Aylesford  since  1880. 


M7SR1DEN. 

Marden  was  one  of  the  earliest  Stations  in  the  Circuit.  The 
services  were  held  first  at  Milebush,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Holland  has 
left  a  record  of  the  beginnings  of  Methodism  in  this  village. 

“  1815.  Mr.  Sami.  Austin  originally  purchased  the  House  and 
Premises  ;  but  altering  his  intentions  of  residing  there,  was  willing 
to  sell  them  to  the  Methodist  Connexion  in  the  Circuit,  at  the 
cost  price. 

Wm.  Shoobridge,  then  residing  at  Mile  Bush  Farm,  in  the  same 
parish,  who  was  anxious  to  introduce  the  preaching  into  the  town, 
and  likewise  to  get  a  School  established,  exerted  himself  to  get  a 
Trust  formed,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  premises  on  the  Con¬ 
ference  plan.  In  this  he  succeeded,  and  the  House  and  Premises 
were  agreed  for,  &  £200  hired  of  the  Executors  of  B.  Heath  to 
make  the  purchase  ;  but  before  the  Conveyance  and  Trust  Deed 
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was  prepared  (which  was  a  good  while  in  hand)  the  Preaching  was 
commenced,  and  alterations  made  to  enlarge  the  Preaching  room, 
and  board  the  floor  :  likewise  alterations  in  the  Dwelling  House 
for  the  reception  of  Thos.  Ashwell  and  his  wife,  who  he  was 
about  to  bring  home. 

Mr.  Shoobridge  anticipated  much  advantage  to  the  cause,  in  that 
part  of  the  Circuit  particularly,  from  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Ashwell 
being  an  acceptable  Local  Preacher.  But  alas  !  how  short  sighted 
is  man  !  !  Mr.  Ashwell  had  signed  the  Trust  Deed  but  a  little  while, 
before  he  left  the  Connection,  and  Mr.  Shoobridge  failed,  and  was 
obliged  to  leave  the  place  ;  thus  the  Society’s  fair  prospects 
were  blasted. 

The  Repairs,  alterations,  and  improvements,  were  carried  on  to 
an  extent,  and  at  an  expense — under  the  management  of  Mr. 
Shoobridge  and  Mr.  Ashwell,  both  Trustees— very  far  beyond  any 
calculation  that  had  been  made. 

After  the  Bills  had  been  contracted,  they  were  brot.  to  Mr. 
Holland  for  Payment,  which,  after  Investigation  by  some  of  the 
Trustees,  and  considerable  deductions  made  from  the  Carpenter’s 
Bill,  he  paid,  for  the  credit  of  the  Methodist  Body,  trusting  to 
the  Justice  of  the  other  Trustees  for  Security  for  the  Sums  thus 
advanced. 

(signed)  Josh.  Holland.” 

The  first  Trustee  Meeting  was  held  at  Marden,  the  latter  end  of 
April  or  beginning  of  May  (the  day  and  month  omitted)  1820. 
Present  Mr.  Holland  in  ye  chair,  Mr.  Kelm.  Fullagar,  of  Headcorn, 
Mr.  Chas.  Baker,  of  Do.,  Mr.  Edwd.  Sutton,  of  Marden,  Mr.  Thos. 
Sutton,  of  Maidstone,  and  Mr.  Thos.  Ashwell,  Marden.  It  was 
resolved  “  That  Mr.  Ashwell  be  charged  Ten  guineas  per  annum 
neat  rent— the  Methodist  Society  to  have  the  use  of  the  Schoolroom 
to  preach  in  which  Mr.  Ashwell  agrees  to  have  ready  for  them.” 

The  second  Trustee  Meeting  was  held  at  Headcorn,  15th  May, 
1821.  Present  Rev.  Jas.  Gill  in  ye  chair,  Mr.  B.  Boorman,  Mr.  S. 
Cotton,  Mr.  T.  Sutton,  Mr.  C.  Baker,  Mr.  K.  Fullagar  and  Mr. 
Holland. 
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It  appears  that  Mr.  Ashwell  had  now  left,  and  Mr.  Holland  was 
authorized  to  let  the  House  and  Schoolroom. 

The  House  and  premises  except  the  Preaching  room  were  let 
to  Mr.  Thos.  English,  of  Yalding,  for  the  yearly  rent  of  eight 
pounds  eight  shillings,  and  the  Preaching  room,  separate  from  the 
Dwelling  part  of  the  House,  was  let  to  Mr.  William  Pain,  of 
Marden,  to  use  as  a  Schoolroom  at  the  weekly  rent  of  one  shilling. 
And  it  was  agreed  to  by  the  said  Wm.  Pain  that  “  the  said  room 
shall  be  at  liberty  for  the  use  of  the  Methodist  Society  one  evening 
in  a  week,  if  required,  and  every  Sunday — and  that  he  will  have  it 
swept  on  Saturday  afternoon.” 

The  accounts  were  kept  by  Mr.  Samuel  Austen  from  1815  till 
1820  and  then  by  Mr.  Holland. 

The  repairs  referred  to  do  not  appear  to  have  been  carried  out 
till  1820  when  the  Trust  was  formed. 

The  purchase  of  the  house  cost  £205,  and  the  repairs  with 
interest  up  to  the  end  of  1820,  .£85  9s.  iod.  .£200  was  borrowed 
and  the  remainder  was  owing  to  Mr.  Holland. 

Mr.  Holland  from  time  to  time  ‘  gave  up  ’  the  interest  due  to 
him  and  in  1823  relinquished  4  all  his  debt  in  Marden  house’ 
except  ^20. 

The  letting  of  the  House  and  Schoolroom  appears  to  have  been 
continued  to  various  tenants  right  up  to  1845,  and  after  that  date 
the  property  probably  was  taken  over  from  the  Trustees  by  Mr. 
Charles  Baker,  as  he  continues  the  rent  account  in  his  own  book. 

In  1845  Mr.  William  Morley  Punshon  was  resident  at  Marden, 
and  engaged  in  Methodist  work.  This  was  the  year  in  which,  later 
on,  he  received  his  first  Conference  appointment  to  Whitehaven. 
Mr.  Punshon  was  evidently  largely  instrumental  in  the  building  of 
the  present  Chapel,  for  the  Trust  Deed  dated  12th  May,  1845,  is  a 
conveyance  from  Mr.  Austin  and  others  of  a  site  90  feet  by  45  feet 
for  ^5,  to  William  M.  Punshon  on  behalf  of  Richard  Catt,  Henry 
Hayes,  Thomas  Fowle,  William  Spicer,  Junr.,  Henry  Bayley, 
John  Francis,  Junr.,  Stephen  Hayes,  Joseph  Moren  and  Thomas 
Gilbert. 
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The  Chapel  was  built  in  the  same  year  and  cost  £51 7 . 

The  Society  was  a  flourishing  one,  for  in  1869  the  amount  of 
pew  rent  was  ^25  17s.  6d.,  the  whole  of  which  was  paid  to  the 
Circuit  Board. 

The  interest  of  Dr.  Punshon  in  the  Society  at  Marden  and  in  the 
Maidstone  Circuit  was  keenly  manifested  during  the  whole  of  his 
ministerial  life,  and  he  paid  many  visits  to  preach  and  to  lecture. 

The  “facsimile”  autograph  letter  from  Mr.  Punshon  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Smith  will  be  read  with  interest. 

As  mentioned  elsewhere,  Mr.  John  H.  Goodman  was  engaged  at 
Marden  as  a  Lay  Agent  in  the  year  before  he  entered  the  ministry. 

In  1875  a  sum  of  ^48  was  spent  in  repairs. 

In  1882  a  new  Porch  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  £20. 

In  1886  Marden  was  transferred  to  the  Tenterden  Circuit,  but 
returned  in  1891,  and  in  spite  of  many  suggested  rearrangements, 
still  happily  is  a  part  of  this  Circuit,  with  the  history  of  which  it  is 
so  intimately  connected. 

In  1898  the  premises  were  renovated  and  modernised  at  a  cost 
of  £85. 


TMURNM7SM  chapel*. 

Apparently  the  first  Chapel  outside  the  Town  was  built  at 
Thurnham  in  1818,  at  a  cost  of  £230.  It  was  called  Providence 
Chapel  and  was  situated  in  the  lane  turning  to  the  left,  near  the 
present  Railway  Bridge  at  the  Maidstone  end  of  Ware  Street. 
It  was  a  small  building  with  no  pretention  to  beauty  and  very 
little  to  comfort.  There  is  no  record  available  of  the  old  Trust 
deed  or  of  those  good  men  who  established  the  little  Society,  but 
a  list  of  members  in  1823  is  given. 

That  the  early  Methodists  in  Thurnham  did  not  enjoy  an 
unmolested  existence,  and  also  that  they  did  not  suffer  their 
persecution  with  undue  meekness  is  proved  by  an  entry  on  April 
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22nd  1822  when  £2  10s.  od.  was  paid  for  “  expenses  attending  the 
Prosecution  of  the  Rioters.”  Though  it  is  written  that  “  the 
meek  shall  inherit  the  earth,”  there  were  then,  as  now,  some  who 
think  that  they  ought  not  to  enjoy  their  little  bit  of  this 
inheritance  until  every  one  else  has  done  with  it. 

A  little  stream  barred  the  access  to  the  Chapel  and  it  cost  21/3 
to  put  a  footbridge  over  it. 

Our  forefathers  as  a  rule  were  not  wealthy  men,  and  they  never 
thought  it  necessary  to  defer  building  their  simple  chapels  be¬ 
cause  they  were  without  the  means  to  pay  for  them.  If  they 
could  raise  a  part  of  the  cost  and  manage  to  pay  the  interest  on 
what  was  borrowed  they  were  content.  In  their  quaint  language 
they  called  it  “  hiring  ”  money  and  the  interest  was  only  another 
form  of  rent.  These  debts  were  reduced  from  time  to  time  by 
strenuous  efforts  and  doubtless  much  self-denial,  but  the  process 
was  often  a  slow  one.  Thus,  .£34  was  raised  in  cash  when  this 
Chapel  was  built,  and  ;£ioo  was  paid  off  in  1832.  Those  who 
had  a  little  capital  often  invested  it  in  the  Chapel  debt  and 
frequently  relinquished  the  interest  when  the  Trust  was  in  a 
tight  corner.  In  this  case  we  find  that  in  1864,  £ 2 7  8s.  gd.  was 
still  owing  to  Mr.  Thomas  Standen  who  gave  the  odd  ^22  8s.  9d. 
as  a  thank  offering  for  his  Methodist  Jubilee  in  February  of  that 
year.  He  died  in  the  following  November  and  the  balance  was 
raised  by  subscription  during  the  next  year. 

In  1849,  the  Trustees  discussed  “  the  propriety  of  improving 
the  Chapel  or  removing  it,”  but  nothing  was  done,  until,  in  1876, 
Mr.  Whatman  being  anxious  to  regain  possession  of  the  site 
which  cut  into  his  property,  bought  it  back,  and  the  present  site 
in  Ware  Street  was  purchased  from  Mary  Tolhurst  for  £30. 

The  new  Chapel  was  built  at  a  cost  of  ^372  including  land, 
and  opened  in  1877. 

In  1884  a  small  corner  of  the  site  was  sold  to  the  Maidstone 
and  Ashford  Railway  Company  for  £50,  but  the  bargain  although 
a  good  one,  did  not  directly  benefit  Thurnham  as  the  money  was 
voted  to  the  Circuit  Extension  Fund  for  the  benefit  of  the 
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Tonbridge  Road  Chapel  building  account,  a  generous  act  which 
we  may  be  sure  was  not  forgotten  when  in  1888  the  Chapel 
Enlargement  Fund  was  raised. 

In  that  year  the  Chapel  was  enlarged  and  new  furniture  added 
at  a  cost  of  ^230,  and  it  has  twice  since  been  renovated. 

Associated  with  the  later  history  of  this  village  cause,  the 
name  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Perrin  will  long  be  remembered  for 
his  abundant  labours  and  long  and  loving  service. 


SURHAM. 

This  Society  first  appears  in  the  list  in  June  1846  with  a 
membership  of  5.  Bro.  Brown  is  the  first  Class  Leader  named. 
In  December  1861  there  were  23  members,  the  Leaders  being, 
Bros.  Hawkes  and  Jenkins,  and  in  1864  Bro.  Hawkes  had  a  class 
at  Burham  of  18  members  and  another  at  Bull  Lane  of  7,  Bro. 
Jenkins  class  at  Burham  having  7  members,  a  total  of  32. 

The  following  letter  from  an  old  member,  still  living,  although 
not  in  this  circuit,  adds  much  interesting  information  : — 

“  Your  request  to  hand,  it  is  not  much  that  I  can  give  you, 
but  such  as  I  have  give  I  unto  thee. 

Early  Methodism  in  Burham  began  (early  dates  I  know 
nothing  about)  in  the  old  cottage,  next  the  Windmill  Pub., 
occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  (whether  they  were  members 
or  not  I  know  not).  They  kept  a  small  week-day  school  in 
their  house.  How  long  services  were  held  there  I  know  not. 
I  cannot  give  all  the  names  of  the  few  people  who  started  it. 
Eventually  the  services  were  transferred  to  the  Bungalow  Cottage, 
next  the  present  Chapel,  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Knott, 
whose  father  held  and  owned  the  one  small  farm  in  the  village 
just  opposite  the  present  Chapel,  and  when  the  cottage  became 
too  straight  for  them  they  felt  that  they  must  arise  and  build. 
They  approach  Mr.  Knott,  the  small  farmer,  and  he  gave  them 
a  portion  of  his  land  adjoining  the  North  end  of  his  house,  and 
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then  they  set  to  work  and,  with  permission,  they  raided  the 
Chalk  Hills  for  Chalk  and  Stone,  and  with  a  bit  of  squaring 
they  reared  a  small  Chapel  (I  should  think  about  half  the  size  of 
the  present  one),  and  with  such  industry  they  were  as  happy  as 
the  day  was  long.  This  building  they  rejoiced  in  for  many  days. 

The  members  at  this  stage  of  their  spiritual  life  were  as 
follows,  so  far  as  I  know  for  certain  : — James  Brown,  Leader 
(small  farmer),  Jane  Knott  (wife)  Presentor,  William  Hawkes 
(grocer),  Thomas  Jenkins  (shoemaker),  Elizabeth  Jenkins  (wife), 
William  Jordan  (butcher),  Miss  Kate  Knott,  Matthew  Edmonds 
(labourer),  Eliza  Edmonds  (wife),  James  Whitehead  (labourer). 
These  ten  members  were  the  indomitable  workers  in  Burham 
Methodism  for  many  years.  When  in  the  year  1858  the  Lord 
sought  me,  then  a  stranger  wandering  from  his  fold,  I  made  No. 
11,  and  you  may  be  sure  there  was  rejoicing  among  those  middle 
aged  people. 

Just  after  this  event  David  Waller  (the  late  Dr.  'Waller)  was 
appointed  Second  Minister  to  Maidstone  Circuit,  and  he  being 
a  tall  man  his  head  in  the  pulpit  nearly  touched  the  ceiling, 
and  the  place  being  often  crowded,  he  could  not  stand  it.  “  We 
must  have  a  new  Chapel.”  Negotiations  were  at  once  started  and 
the  present  Chapel  was  built  and  opened,  I  believe  in  the  year 
1862,  and  paid  for  (costing  £200,  I  believe)  the  same  year, 
Mr.  W.  Hawkes  being  much  the  largest  donor.  A  few  years  later 
the  schoolroom  was  added.” 

On  December  22nd,  i860,  Catherine  Knott  conveyed  the  present 
site  for  £9  to  Thomas  Standen,  William  John  Haffenden,  James 
Barton,  Edward  Wood,  William  Hawkes,  William  Jordan,  Robert 
Knott,  Horace  Martin,  Frederick  Garden  Morphett,  Thomas 
Brown,  Charles  Brown,  John  Ladbrook  Harrison  and  Thomas 
Jenkins,  on  the  Trust  of  the  Model  Deed. 

The  Chapel  was  built  at  a  cost  of  .£270  and  the  debt  was  cleared 
in  1862. 
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In  1874,  the  Schoolroom  and  Class  Rooms  were  built  at  a  cost 
of  ^255  and  another  Class  Room  was  added  in  i,88r. 

In  1890  the  Chapel  was  renovated,  and  again  in  1903  at  a  cost 
of  £62. 


E^ST  M7SLaLalN<3. 

Mr.  Edward  Plater  who  joined  the  Society  in  1858,  writes 
respecting  the  beginning  of  our  cause  in  East  Mailing  : — 

“  I  have  some  memory  of  the  first  Mr.  Casse,  and  of  his  ideas  of 
its  origin.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Holmes,  Vicar  of  Billing,  built  and 
endowed  the  free  school  there.  He  was  friendly  with  Wesley  at 
the  time,  and  Wesley  is  said  to  have  preached  in  the  school.  Half 
of  the  Trustees  were  Wesleyans  and  half  Churchmen,  but  the 
former  were  gradually  replaced.  When  this  was  completed, 
preaching  was  prohibited  and  the  Society  hired  a  Hop  Oast  near 
by.” 

George  Richard  Casse  and  his  son  William  Casse,  who  died  in 
1884,  were  Masters  of  the  Endowed  School. 

After  great  difficulty  the  site  of  the  present  Chapel  was  secured 
in  1844  and  conveyed  for  ^50  from  Thomas  Vane  to  Rev.  Samuel 
Young  and  Geo.  Richard  Casse,  Thomas  Groves  (commonly  called 
Thomas  Day),  Francis  Clark,  James  Stevens,  Wm.  John  Haffenden 
Thomas  Smith,  Thomas  Standen,  James  Barton  the  Younger, 
Thomas  William  Chatfield,  John  Kemp  and  Charles  Knight, 
Trustees. 

The  Society  probably  existed  at  a  very  early  date.  In  1823 
there  were  11  members,  in  1845,  31,  and  in  1864,  17. 

The  Chapel,  built  in  1844  was  cleared  of  debt  in  1866,  with  the 
help  of  £2>°  I0S-  from  the  sale  of  Langley  Chapel. 

It  was  reseated  and  renovated  in  1881  at  a  cost  of  £88,  and  in 
1886  Mrs.  Thornhill  gave  a  piece  of  land  adjoining  valued  at^ioo, 
on  which  the  present  School  and  Vestry  were  built  in  the  following 
year  at  a  cost  of  £282,  free  from  debt. 
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When  the  jubilee  of  the  Chapel  was  celebrated  in  1894  the 
Rev.  William  Day,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  wrote  from 
Rutherford,  New  Jersey,  U.S.A.  :  — 

“ . The  little  brick  Chapel  is,  to  me,  the  dearest 

building  in  all  England,  for  it  was  in  that  my  new  life  in  Cluist  and 
for  Christ  began,  on  the  tenth  day  of  November,,  1844,  my  seven¬ 
teenth  birthday.  It  was  the  holy  Sabbath  day.  Well  do  I 
remember  that  day  of  days,  and  how  its  sacred  hours  were  spent 

.  I  went  to  the  early  morning  prayer  meeting  at  the 

Chapel,  and  there,  in  the  corner  on  the  left  side  on  entering  the 
door,  first  heard  my  voice  in  prayer.  After  breakfast,  at  9  o’clock,  I 
attended  Sunday  School,  at  io£  the  preaching  service,  Sunday 
School  at  2%  p.m.,  which  was  followed  by  the  class  meeting — first 
attendance  on  that  blessed  means  of  grace.  At  6  p.m.  heard 
preaching  again,  which  was  followed  by  a  prayer  meeting  in  a 
private  house.  From  Rev.  B.  Clough  I  received  my  first  “  ticket,” 
who  said,  in  giving  it,  “  There,  William,  take  that  and  carry  it  up 

to  the  gate  of  heaven  with  you.”  I  have  it  with  me  now . 

In  March,  1850,  I  came  to  the  United  States,  followed  with  the 
affectionate  prayers  of  the  dear  people  of  the  East  Mailing  Chapel, 
and  with  a  letter  of  commendation  from  Rev.  j.  H.  Rowe,  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Maidstone  Circuit.  Through  the  wonderful  goodness 
of  God  I  found  a  pulpit  open  for  me  the  first  Sabbath  after  reaching 
my  destination,  and  have  been  continued  in  the  holy  work  until 
this  day.  For  nearly  45  years  God  has  sustained  me,  comforted 
me  in  the  regular  pastorate,  nor  permitted  me  to  labour  in  vain. 
.  .  ,  .  .  God  bless  you,  and  all  who  help  to  sustain  the  work  of 
God  in  the  ever  to  be  remembered  Chapel. 

(Signed)  William  Day.” 


MOLDING  BOURNE. 

Methodism  was  early  established  in  this  village,  for  in  1823  there 
were  48  members  meeting  in  3  Classes.  There  is  no  record  of  any 
property  being  acquired,  and  for  many  years  Services  were  held  in 
an  old  room  fitted  up  for  preaching  at  the  back  of  a  cottage  on  the 
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South  side  of  Eyhorne  Street,  opposite  to  the  present  Chapel.  There 
are  not  many  left  on  the  Local  Preachers’  plan  who  remember 
preaching  in  the  old  Chapel,  but  one  at  least  has  a  vivid  recol¬ 
lection  of  his  first  attempt  being  made  there  in  1874  with  a  ‘  note 
to  preach  ’  from  the  Rev.  John  Hall. 

Many  efforts  were  made  to  find  a  better  place,  but  the  difficulty 
of  getting  a  site  was  always  in  the  way.  In  1862  the  Quarterly 
Meeting  approved  a  suggestion  for  a  new  Chapel  but  nothing 
could  be  done.  Again  in  1868  a  Committee  was  appointed  to 
consider  the  possibility  of  improving  the  old  Chapel. 

At  last  in  1885  a  Dwelling  House  and  Ground  being  for  sale,  it 
was  bought  privately,  and  sufficient  land  being  reserved  for 
building  and  conveyed  to  the  Trustees,  the  house  was  re-sold. 

The  new  Chapel  was  built  by  Mr.  J.  C.  West,  the  entire  cost 
being  ^663.  The  foundation  stones  were  laid  on  Easter  Monday, 
1887,  and  the  Chapel  opened  in  the  September  following. 

The  whole  of  the  cost  was  paid  off  during  the  following  year. 
The  present  efficient  Treasurer,  Miss  M.  A.  Botten,  had  the  honour 
of  being  the  first  lady  appointed  as  a  Ti'ustee  of  Methodist 
property  in  the  Circuit. 


.UPiNGUaHY  §c  hEEDS. 

The  old  Chapel  at  Langley  was  built  in  1827  on  land  bought  in 
1824.  There  were  16  members  in  1835. 

The  building  was  vested  in  Trustees  but  not  settled  on  the  Con¬ 
ference  Plan.  After  some  years  the  congregation  fell  off,  the 
Society  declined  and  the  Chapel  was  temporarily  closed  about 
1850.  In  1854  an  effort  was  made  to  revive  the  work,  the  building 
was  bought  from  the  old  Trustees  for  .£40,  and  a  new  Trust 
formed  who  repaired  and  and  re-opened  the  Chapel.  Finally  the 
property  was  sold  in  1865,  and  ^30  xo.  o,  the  balance  of  purchase 
money  after  paying  all  liabilities,  was  applied  towards  the  debt  on 
East  Mailing  Chapel.  The  Chapel  was  turned  into  a  Cottage  and 
is  still  standing. 
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Mr.  Walter  Kruse  began  to  hold  Methodist  Services  in  his  own 
house  at  Leeds  about  t  88 1 ,  and  in  1886  he  bought  a  piece  of  land 
at  Langley  Heath  and  built  an  Iron  Schoolroom.  By  agreement 
with  the  Superintendent  Minister  and  Circuit  Stewards,  this  room 
was  granted  for  the  free  use  of  Methodism  as  if  it  had  been  Con- 
nexional  property,  and  the  Circuit  engaged  to  provide  for  two 
services  every  Sunday.  In  1891,  Mr.  Kruse  at  his  own  cost  built 
the  present  Brick  Chapel,  and  before  leaving  the  Circuit  for 
Cornwall  in  1899,  he  conveyed  the  whole  property  to  Trustees 
on  the  Model  deed,  as  a  free  gift  to  the  Connexion.  For  this  gift 
he  received  the  thanks  of  the  Conference. 

Thus  by  the  energy  and  liberality  of  one  man,  aided  by  a 
faithful  little  band  of  local  workers,  Methodism  was  restored  to 
this  locality,  which  has  been  ever  since  one  of  the  bright  spots  in 
our  Village  Methodism. 

A  Langley  Romance.— Among  the  members  of  Society  in  1835 
appear  the  names  of  John  Loveless  and  Celia  Jeffrey.  In  1836  we 
have  them  again,  but  now  they  are  called  John  Loveliest  and 
Celia  Loveliest.  Did  Celia  take  compassion  on  the  loveless 
condition  of  John,  and  change  his  life  as  well  as  her  own  into  one 
that  deserved  no  less  beautiful  a  name  than  the  loveliest  ? 


EeCLES. 


Here  we  have  a  site,  given  in  1903  by  Mr.  William  Hawkes, 
valued  at  ^100  and  settled  on  the  Model  Deed.  The  opportunity 
of  building  a  School  Chapel  has  been  anxiously  sought  by  the 
friends  on  the  spot  who  are  still  awaiting  the  fulfilment  of  their 
hopes.  They  have  a  sum  ot  £112  now  in  hand,  the  result  of 
various  efforts  made  in  that  direction. 

The  Services  and  Sunday  School  are  held  in  the  Public  Hall 
which  has  been  hired  since  1888.  The  management  is  in  the 
hands  of  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Quarterly  Meeting. 
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ST/^  PLaEH  U  FvST. 

At  various  times  the  Circuit  has  held  services  in  this  parish. 
The  use  of  the  present  hired  room  at  Staplehurst  is  in  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  Mission  begun  in  1893  in  Mr.  Jesse  Norris’s  Oast  at 
Saynden  Farm  The  Quarterly  Meeting  appoints  the  Committee 
of  Management. 


LaT*  H HF1E la ID . 

Mission  work  was  commenced  at  Larkfield  in  a  cottage  some 
years  previous  to  1898,  when  it  was  decided  to  try  to  obtain  a 
more  suitable  building.  Through  the  exertions  of  Messrs.  Albert 

E.  Reed  and  Edward  Hy.  Wraith,  the  Circuit  Stewards,  a  piece 
of  land  with  an  old  cottage  was  bought  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Reed  and 
subsequently  conveyed  to  Geo.  Frederick  Baker,  Wm.  Browns- 
combe,  Geo.  Eve,  Alfd.  John  Fletcher,  Francis  Godfrey  Ballard, 
Walter  Kruse,  Charles  Leaver  Smith,  Albert  William  Smith,  John 
Henry  Solman,  William  Willet,  George  A.  Woodlield,  Edwd.  Hy. 
Wraith,  Stephen  Payne,  Amos  Humphreys  and  Thomas  James 
Green  as  Trustees. 

The  Iron  Chapel  was  built  in  1898,  at  a  total  cost  including  site 
of  ^462,  but  a  debt  of  ^300  was  left,  partly  secured  by  the  rent  of 
the  cottage. 

Largely  through  the  efforts  and  personal  service  of  Mr.  Arthur 

F.  Woodward  and  others,  the  work  has  been  continued,  and  the 
debt  which  had  increased  to  .£355  has  been  reduced  to  £220. 
This  little  Society  has  had  a  hard  struggle  for  existence  and 
deserves  the  sympathy  and  help  of  the  Circuit. 
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Some  Ministers  who  have  gone  out  from  the  Maidstone 
Circuit  since  1864. 


In  March,  1868,  Mr.  John  H.  Goodman  was  recommended  by 
the  Quarterly  Meeting  as  a  Candidate  for  the  Ministry,  after  a 
year  spent  at  Marden  as  Lay  Agent  ;  and  in  March,  1874,  Mr. 
Philip  Hawkes  was  sent  forward  as  a  Candidate.  Both  these 
Ministers  have  had  honourable  careers  in  Methodism,  and  the 
Circuit  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  vote  which  opened  the  way 
for  so  much  useful  service. 


In  1883,  Franklyn  Geo.  Smith  was  similarly  recommended, 
and  being  accepted  for  foreign  work  entered  Richmond  College. 
After  a  little  more  than  a  year  as  a  Student,  he  was  chosen  to 
fill  a  vacancy  at  Barcelona,  and  it  being  necessary  that  he  should 
go  out  with  the  full  status  of  an  ordained  Minister,  he  was  so 
ordained  in  December,  1884,  in  Union  Street  Chapel  by 
Dr.  Osborn,  Rev.  John  Kilner,  Senior  Secretary  of  the  Foreign 
Missionary  Society,  the  Chairman  of  the  District  and  others. 
For  30  years  the  Rev.  F.  G.  Smith  has  laboured  in  the  Spanish 
Mission  in  Barcelona  and  the  Balearic  Isles,  and  he  is  still  the 
active  Superintendent  of  that  work.  His  first  colleague  (and 
later  his  brother-in-law),  the  Rev.  Robert  Simpson,  after  14 
years  ministry  in  Spain  was  invalided  home,  where  he  spent  some 
years  (with  one  bright  interval  of  return  to  active  work  in  the 
West  of  England)  in  such  loving  service  as  health  would  permit. 
He  died  at  Maidstone  on  December  29th,  1900,  and  his  remains 
lie  with  the  little  company  of  Methodist  Ministers  who  rest  in 
the  Union  Street  Chapel  Ground. 


'  Others  who  have  gone  are — 


Name.  Year. 

Cock,  Robert  A.  1891 

Rogers,  Robert  1892 

Griffen,  Alfred  E.  1895 

Lawson,  Willm.  Hy.  1896 

Bosward,  Wesley  T.  1991 


First 

Appointment. 


Present 

Station. 


Antigua,  1892  St.  Vincent 

Grays,  1896  Ryde 

South  African  Conference 
Cheltenham,  1899  Southend 
Mildenhall,  1904  Scarborough 


Charles  Baker, 
1797-1869. 


Thomas  Standen, 
1799-1864. 


Thomas  Smith, 
1820-1879, 


Josiah  Thomas  Baker, 
1834-1903. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 


The  earliest  authentic  record  of  Sunday  School  work  dates  from 
jl 833,  the  year  of  the  erection  of  the  present  Union  Street  Chapel. 
At  that  time  there  appears  to  have  been  in  existence  a  vigorous 
institution  under  the  name  of  “  The  Maidstone  Methodist  Sunday 
School  Society,”  with  a  full  staff  of  President  (the  Superintendent 
Minister),  Treasurer,  Secretary,  Assistant  Secretary,  Librarian, 
Four  Superintendents  who,  with  nine  others  and  any  other 
Travelling  Preachers,  formed  the  Committee  ;  School  Visitors,  Two 
Absentee  Visitors,  about  30  Teachers  and  Two  Select  Class 
Leaders. 

In  this  year  several  meetings  were  held  to  consider  and  adopt  a 
new  code  of  Rules,  which  are  set  out  in  full  in  21  written  pages  of 
foolscap  size,  and  present  a  most  careful  and  elaborate  constitution 
and  set  of  instructions  for  Officers  and  Teachers,  and  for  internal 
management. 

The  Object  of  the  Institution  is  stated  to  be  “  to  teach  the 
Children  of  the  Poor  of  all  Denominations  of  the  age  of  six  years 
and  upwards  to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  to  understand  and 
practise  every  Moral  and  Christian  Duty.” 

The  meetings  provided  for  were  many  and  various 

1.  A11  Annual  Meeting  to  receive  the  reports  of  the  Committee, 
Librarian  and  Treasurer  ;  to  Elect  Superintendents,  Committee  and 
Officers,  on  the  nomination  of  the  President ;  and  to  consider  any 
new  rules  of  which  notice  had  been  given  at  the  previous  Quarterly 
Meeting. 

2.  Four  Quarterly  Meetings  of  the  Committee  to  receive  written 
reports  from  the  Superintendents,  to  fill  up  casual  vacancies  in  the 
Staff,  and  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  to  pay  bills. 

3.  A  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Committee  10  supervise  the 
internal  management  of  the  School.  This  work  was  done  very 
thoroughly.  No  Teacher  could  be  fully  received  or  Scholar  expelled 
or  re-admitted  after  expulsion  without  the  Committee’s  leave.  A 
member  of  Committee  absent  from  three  meetings  successively 
without  sufficient  reason  was  superseded. 
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4.  A  Monthly  Meeting  of  Superintendents  and  Teachers  prior 
to  the  Committee  Meetings. 

There  were  two  Libraries,  one  for  Teachers  and  one  for  Senior 
Scholars. 

A  Teacher  absent  on  two  successive  Sundays  without  special 
reason  assigned  was  removed. 

Teachers  were  not  to  be  removed  to  lower  classes,  but  vacancies 
were  tilled  by  ballot  from  among  the  teachers  of  classes  below. 

Scholars  were  required  to  attend  regularly  and  punctually. 
Absence  for  three  whole  Sundays  in  three  months  was  punished  by 
expulsion. 

They  were  required  to  attend  “  with  hands  and  faces  clean 
washed  and  hair  combed,  to  be  attentive  to  their  learning,  and 
obedient  and  respectful  to  their  teachers.”  Any  found  guilty  of 
lying,  swearing,  pilfering,  talking  in  an  indecent  manner  or  other¬ 
wise  misbehaving,  were  admonished,  and  if  they  continued  in¬ 
corrigible  were  liable  to  be  suspended  by  the  Superintendent. 

Any  child  misbehaving  was  liable  to  be  stood  upon  a  form  “  with 
a  label  affixed  to  him  or  her  expressive  of  the  offence,”  and  to 
receive  a  public  reproof.  Rude  boys  were  to  be  fastened  by  the 
hands  for  a  time  adjudged  proper  by  the  Superintendent.  A 
solemn  resolution  in  Committee  was  passed  that  “  Liberty  P  .  .  .  . 
receive  the  disgraceful  punishment  of  being  fastened  to  a  post  of 
the  School  by  the  hands,  also  that  John  M  .  .  .  .  do  receive  the 
like  punishment  at  the  same  time,  viz.,  the  Sabbath  next  ensuing.” 

Later  regulations  gave  authority  for  the  use  of  a  cane  by  any 
teacher  in  his  or  her  own  class  with  the  sanction  of  the  Superinten¬ 
dent  and  other  Teachers.  The  Committee  afterwards  recorded 
that  prompt  corporal  punishment  was  of  the  utmost  benefit  and 
conduced  much  to  the  good  order  of  the  School.  A  Teacher  who 
claimed  The  right  to  cane  a  boy  of  another  class  w^as  admonished 
that  he  had  exceeded  his  duty.  Another  teacher  was  reproved  by 
the  Committee  for  having  committed  the  indescreticn  of  publicly 
chastising  a  boy  during  divine  service.  Later  on  George  G  .  .  .  . 
for  “  again  being  saucy  to  the  Teacher”  w^as  ordered  to  be  severely 
flogged  and  forthwith  expelled  the  School. 
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The  School  was  opened  at  a  Quarter  before  Ten  o’clock  in  the 
morning  and  at  Half-past  One  in  the  afternoon.  Three  quarters  of 
an  hour  was  devoted  to  the  Catechism,  half  an  hour  to  spelling, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  time  was  set  apart  for  the  Lecturer  to 
address  the  children.  The  children  were  taken  to  public  service 
in  the  Chapel  on  Sunday  mornings  and  afternoons  alternately. 
(Let  us  hope  that  on  those  occasions  they  were  spared  some  part 
of  the  lengthy  school  routine). 

Children  unable  to  write  were  specially  instructed  during  the  week, 

The  Committee  appears  to  have  delivered  admonishment  im¬ 
partially  to  Superintendents,  Teachers  and  Scholars  for  neglect  of 
duty  or  improper  behaviour. 

Interspersed  with  many  records  of  business  matters  and 
disciplinary  measures  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  frequent  reports 
of  the  Visitors  giving  sympathetic  and  detailed  reports  of  many 
cases  of  spiritual  progress  and  decision,  especially  in  the  “Select” 
classes. 

It  is  also  most  interesting  to  read  that  at  the  Annual  Meeting 
held  on  November  13th,  1826,  the  number  ot  Scholars  was  reported 
to  be  216  (132  Boys  and  84  Girls)  and  at  the  same  meeting  Richard 
Beeching,  one  of  the  Superintendents  of  the  Boys’  School,  spoke  in 
favour  of  Sunday  Schools,  as  he  said  that  he  and  his  brother 
William  (then  Librarian)  “  could  date  the  instrumentality  of  their 
conversion  from  their  instruction  in  this  School.” 

July  22,  1830,  Bro.  Wm.  Beeching  resigned  his  position  as  teacher, 
in  consequence  of  a  new  School  being  formed  at  Tovil. 

July  21,  1832,3  number  of  boys  were  selected  to  sit  near  the 
desk,  and  repeat  the  responses  to  the  “  prayer  service,”  among 
them  being  Thos.  Smith  (at  that  time  aged  12). 

July  27,  1835,  the  Annual  Treat  to  be  held  in  connection  with 
rhornham  Anniversary,  and  that  Tovil,  Aylesford  and  Mailing 
teachers  be  invited. 

Note.  —  This  is  the  first  intimation  we  get  of  the  Country  schools 
by  name. 
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At  this  time  a  number  of  children  were  sent  to  the  British 
School  during  the  week,  and  ^ioa  year  was  paid  for  their  educa¬ 
tion.  Great  care  was  taken  to  secure  their  attendance  both  on 
Sunday  and  week-days. 

October,  1864.  Mr.  W.  Punshon  was  invited  to  preach,  morning 
and  afternoon,  at  the  Anniversary. 

Nov.  1848.  Thos.  Smith  appointed  Secretary. 

Feb.  18,  1849.  Anniversary  Collection  £i~]  7s.  yd. 

Nov.  20,  1849.  Annual  Income  ^27  ns.  3d.  Boys,  117. 
Girls,  137.  Teachers,  3^. 

October  22,  1850.  R  Beeching  and  J.  Knight,  Mrs.  Beeching 
and  Miss  Sutton,  Superintendents.  G.  Baker,  Secretary. 

Coming  to  more  modern  times,  we  find  the  principle  of  a  strong 
central  committee  perpetuated  in  the  town.  While  in  the  country 
most,  if  not  all,  of  the  Chapels  had  a  Sunday  School  attached, 
under  independent  management,  in  Maidstone  the  one  Committee 
had  control.  A  branch  school  was  established  in  Salem  Street, 
and  was  carried  on  with  varying  success  for  many  years  until  the 
place  was  given  up  in  1885.  In  1868  a  small  School  was  begun 
in  connection  with  the  Pant  Mission  which  afterwards  migrated  to 
Bower  Lane  and  later  still  to  Tonbridge  Road.  But  the  one  Com¬ 
mittee  was  responsible,  and  a  central  fund  was  drawn  upon  for  all 
expenses.  After  the  closing  of  Salem  Street  the  accounts  of  Union 
Street  and  Tonbridge  Road  Schools  were  kept  separate  by  the  one 
Treasurer,  but  gradually  the  management  became  localised,  the 
Committee  being  divided  for  local  purposes,  but  still  remaining 
one  for  matters  of  common  interest,  such  as  Festivals,  and  the 
Annual  Business  and  Social  Gathering.  In  1892  a  separate 
Treasurer  was  appointed  for  each  School  with  distinct  local  Com¬ 
mittees,  although  the  two  Schools  united  for  some  years  longer  in 
the  Annual  Meeting. 

A  Circuit  Sunday  School  Union  was  worked  intermittently,  with 
more  or  less  success  as  the  energy  and  enthusiasm  of  those  in 
authority  was  maintained  or  allowed  to  wane,  until  recent  Sunday 
School  legislation  in  the  direction  of  Local,  Circuit,  District  and 
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Connexional  Councils  introduced  a  uniform,  if  somewhat  com¬ 
plicated,  constitution  and  system  of  management. 

With  vastly  improved  modern  methods  and  opportunities,  com¬ 
bined  with  the  resources  of  a  highly  specialised  central  Depart¬ 
ment,  we  should  confidently  anticipate  enhanced  results.  But  the 
lessons  of  the  past  must  be  learned  and  remembered.  Our  fathers 
and  grandfathers  never  lost  sight  of  their  main  object — the  con¬ 
version  of  the  child,  and  if  to  our  minds  their  methods  appear  to 
have  been  crude,  and  their  discipline  rough,  they  reared  a  genera¬ 
tion  of  hardy  souls,  simple  in  their  faith,  and  zealous  for  the  truth. 
We  may  smile  at  their  quaint  and  unpolished  ways,  but  let  us  love 
their  memory  and  emulate  their  devotion. 
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APPENDIX  I. 

LIST  OF  MINISTERS 

Who  served  the  Maidstone  Society  prior  to  1814 


RYE  CIRCUIT. 

1790.  Charles  Kyte,  Thomas  Rogerson.  Robert  Miller. 

1791.  Charles  Kyte,  John  Poole,  Robert  Crowther. 

1792.  William  Shelmerdine,  Thomas  Simmonite,  Mark  Willis. 

1793.  William  Shelmerdine,  James  Lawton,  James  Ellis. 

1794.  George  Button,  Duncan  Kay,  Thos.  Fernley,  James  Mort. 

1795.  Thomas  Bartholomew,  William  Saunders,  Joseph  Kyte, 

Henry  Anderson. 

1796.  Thomas  Tattershall,  Robert  Swan,  Joseph  Kyte,  Martin 

Vaughan. 

1797.  Thomas  Tattershall,  Samuel  Woolmer,  James  Burley, 

Wm.  Henshaw. 

1798.  John  Woodrow,  John  Wittam,  James  Burley,  William 

Henshaw. 

1799.  John  Woodrow,  Peter  Haslam,  John  Burdsall,  David  Deakin. 

1800.  Jonathan  Cousins,  Francis  Hallett,  Thomas  Rogers,  John 

Foster,  jun. 

1801.  Jonathan  Cousins,  Richard  Thompson,  Thomas  Rogers, 

Robert  Finney,  George  Deverell. 

Note  the  increase  in  number  of  Ministers,  to  supply  the  increasing 
demands  of  the  growing  societies.  In  ijijo  there  were  57,657  members 
of  Society  in  Great  Britain  ;  in  1801  the  number  ivas  §9,529. 

The  Sevenoaks  Circuit  ivas  formed  in  1S02,  with  three  Ministers, 
Rye  retaining  two  Ministers 

SEVENOAKS  CIRCUIT 

1802.  Jonathan  Cousins,  Isaac  Turton,  Richard  Fisher. 

1803.  Jacob  Stanley,  Isaac  Turton,  Philip  Rawlins. 

1804.  Jacob  Stanley,  Isaac  Clayton,  Thos.  Fletcher. 

1805.  William  M’Allum,  John  Reynolds,  Thomas  Fletcher. 

1806.  William  M’Allum,  Thomas  Dowty,  Aaron  Floyd. 


39 


i8o7-  John  Dean,  Thomas  Dowty,  Wm.  Rennison. 

1808.  John  Dean,  Henry  Cheverton,  James  Mole. 

1809.  John  King,  William  Toase,  Anthony  Triffit. 

1810.  John  King,  William  Toase,  David  Vipond. 

1811.  Richard  Gower,  David  Vipond,  John  Coates. 

1812.  Richard  Gower,  Jonathan  Williams,  John  Coates. 

1813.  John  Rossell,  Jonathan  Williams,  William  Green. 

The  Maidstone  Circuit  unis  formed  in  1814,  with  two  Ministers , 
two  being  appointed  to  Seven  oaks. 

The  membership  in  Great  Britain  m  1814  was  173,885. 


LIST  OF  MINISTERS  OF  THE 


MAIDSTONE  CIRCUIT. 


1814. 

1815. 

1816.  I 
18x7.  | 

1818. 

1819. 
1820- | 
1822.  i 


1825. 

1826.  ) 

1827.  j 

1828. 

1829. 

1830. 

1831.  \ 

1832.  J 

1833- 


John  Rossell,  Joseph  Brittain, 
fohn  Rossell,  William  B.  Fox. 

William  Towers,  Joseph  Walker. 

John  Newton,  James  Baker. 

William  Fowler. 

James  Gill. 

John  Bryant,  John  Keeling. 

John  Bryant,  William  Lavers. 

Rev.  John  Bryam  died  at  Exeter  July  31  st,  1825.  A  tablet  in 
Union  Street  Chapel  records  that  he  finished  his  ministerial  career  in 
Maidstone,  June,  1825. 

Edward  Oakes,  William  Lavers. 

Edward  Oakes,  Jacob  Smith. 

John  Hawtrey,  William  Tarr. 

John  Hawtrey,  Richard  Ray. 

Thomas  Rogers,  Joseph  Hollis. 

Thomas  Rogers,  John  Simmons. 

John  Kershaw,  John  Simmons. 
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1834-  John  Kershaw,  John  Burton. 

1835.  Jonathan  Edmondson,  John  Burton,  John  Irving. 

|  John  Brown,  John  T.  Barr. 

1840"  |  James  R°sser>  Richard  Cooper. 

1841.  Samuel  Young,  Battinson  Kay. 

1842.  |  Samuel  Young,  James  Mole. 

1843.  J 

1844.  Benjamin  Clough,  Robert  M.  Macbriar,  M.A. 

1845.  Benjamin  Clough,  Thomas  Shaw,  William  Swallow. 

The  Sittingbourne  Circuit  was  formed  in  1846,  with  one  Minister, 
the  Rev.  William  Swallow.  Maidstone  with  433  members  retained 
two  Ministers.  The  membership  in  Great  Britain  in  1846  was  341,468. 

1846.  Benjamin  Clough,  Henry  J.  Thomas. 

The  Rev.  H.  J.  Thomas  became  a  Supernumerary  in  1872  and 
settled  in  Maidstone,  where  he  died  in  1883,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Union  Street  Chapel  Ground. 

1847.  William  M.  Harvard,  Henry  J.  Thomas,  James  A.  Macdonald 

1848.  William  M.  Harvard,  Henry  J.  Thomas. 

1849.  George  Hambiy  Rowe,  George  Rowe. 

Rev.  George  H.  Rowe  died  111  1850,  and  was  buried  in  the  Chapel 
Ground.  A  tablet  to  his  memory  was  erected  in  the  Chapel. 

^0.  j  John  Geden,  William  Hopewell. 

1852.  John  Geden,  Frederick  Hart. 

1853.  Roger  Moore,  Frederick  Hart. 

*®54-  |  Roger  Moore,  Robert  W.  Horsfield. 

1856.  John  Brandreth,  Thomas  Clulow. 

1857.  John  Brandreth,  Thomas  G.  Keeling. 

i860  j  Dawson,  David  J.  Waller. 

Rev.  David  J.  Waller ,  D.U. ,  LL.D.,  was  President  of  the  Conference 
in  1895.  Maidstone  was  his  first  Conference  appointment. 

1861.  Joshua  Priestly,  Thomas  Stephenson. 
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1862. 

1863. 

1864. 

1865. 

1866. 
1867- 
1869. 
1870- 
1872. 


|  Joshua  Priestley,  Newton  R.  Penny. 

John  Hearnshaw,  Edward  Knibbs. 

.  John  Hearnshaw,  Arthur  A.  Southerns. 

|  Thornley  Smith,  W,  Gluyas  Pascoe. 

j  William  Davison,  George  G.  Huxtable. 

Rev.  William  Davison  was  ihe  father  of  Rev.  W.  Theophilus  Davison, 
M.A. ,  D.D. ,  President  of  the  Conference  in  1901. 


1873.  John  Hall,  George  S.  Tyler,  Luke  L.  Swift. 

1874.  J°^n  Hall,  George  S.  Tyler,  }.  Willis  Britton. 

1875.  John  Hal],  George  S.  Tyler,  Charles  E.  Le  Feaux. 

1878  j  William  Bond,  Humphrey  Morrison. 

1881  j  Charles  O-  Eldridge,  B.A.,  R.  Goodhugh  Dawson. 
1882.  William  King,  Alfred  Tucker. 


Rev.  William  King  died  in  1883,  and  was  buried  in  llic  Chapel 
Ground. 

1^84  |  J’  Twells,  Alfred  Tucker. 

1885.  John  J.  Twells,  William  Thompson. 

1886.  Joseph  Howard  (b),  William  Thompson,  James  Dunk. 

1887.  Joseph  Howard  (b), William  Thompson, Edgar  A.  Buchanan. 

1888.  Joseph  Howard  (b),  Charles  T.  Horne,  Edgar  A.  Buchanan. 

1889.  John  Westlake,  Charles  T.  Horne,  Edgar  A.  Buchanan. 

1890.  John  Westlake,  Charles  T.  Horne,  Alfred  E.  Balch. 

1891.  John  Westlake,  Alfred  Johnson,  Alfred  E.  Balch. 

1892.  James  Spensley,  Alfred  Johnson,  John  Bennetts. 

1893.  James  Spensley,  Alfred  Johnson,  Josiah  D.  Pauli. 

1894.  James  Spensley,  Frederick  Cunningham,  Josiah  D.  Pauli. 

1895.  (  W.  Rodvvell  Jones,  Frederick  Cunningham, 

1896.  J  C.  Arnold  Healing. 
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l897- 

1898. 

1899. 
1900 
1902. 

i9°3- 

I9°5- 

1906- 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 
19 1 1  • 
1912. 

1913- 

1914- 


W.  Rodwell  Jones,  Joseph  S.  Silcox,  George  N 
|  Joseph  S.  Silcox,  T.  Charke  Edwards. 

|  Richard  Crozier,  Geo.  Southall. 

|  John  H.  Hooper,  Ebenezer  J.  M.  Thomas. 

Robert  Bentley,  William  Newby. 

J.  Warren  Millward,  A.  Rodwell  Choate. 
William  W.  Thackray,  A.  Rodwell  Choate. 
William  W.  Thackray,  Herbert  Hooper. 

Robert  J.  Wardell,  Herbert  Hooper. 


I 


.  Chesters. 
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APPENDIX  II. 

tDembers  in  IHaidstone  Circuit,  1828* 


MAIDSTONE. 

Jon.  Ladbrook,  Lead. 
Ben.  Dimmoek 
Thos.  Standen 
Jon.  King 
Wm.  Head 
Wm.  Jackson 
Wm.  Ratcliffe 
Wm.  Trowell 
David  Dumbrill 
S.  L.  Hazell 
Geo.  Buckingham 
Joseph  Sutton 
Robt.  Drinker 
Heny.  Curtis 
Thos.  Sheen 
John  Freeman 
Geo.  Stanford 
Josh.  Sanders 
James  Harrison 

No.  19. 


Jon.  Ladbrook,  Lead. 
Ann  Radcliff 
Maria  Marsh 
Ann  Giles 
Mary  Goodwin 
Sarh.  Rowe 
Sarh.  Fuller 
Ann  Ward 
Hanh.  Kingsnorth 
Eliz.  Webb 
Maria  Rowe 
Rebec.  Streeton 
Hanh,  Goody 
Dor.  Brann 
Eliz.  Chaloner 
Fran.  Standen 
Sarh.  Morris 
Susan  Bovis 
Lucy  Jeffrys 

No.  18. 


Joseph  Holland,  Lead. 

Thos.  Sutton 

Wm.  Worley 

Thos.  Rowe 

J.  T.  Abrams 

Chas.  Piper 

Robt.  Hazell 

Heny.  Clark 

Jas.  Giles 

Jes.  Pound 

Thos.  Spong 

Geo.  Box 

Stephn.  Knight 

Jas.  Barton 

Jas.  Pett 

Thos.  Pratt 

Jon.  Willis 

Thos.  Copleston 

Ed.  Sutton 

No.  19. 


Wm.  Judge,  Lead. 
Mary  Otto  way 
Mary  Ratcliff 
Eliz.  Barton 
Eliz.  Crews 
Mary  Nichols 
Sami.  Stonestreet 
Jon.  Stokes 
Stephn.  Heath 
Jasper  Judge 
Marth.  Hill 
Mary  Haffenden 
Mary  Stanford 
Ann  Chapman 
Mich.  Jarrett 
Jon.  Allen 
Clary  Underdown 
Eliz.  Hunt 
Thos.  Holden 
Eliz.  Larking 

No.  20. 


John  Stansby,  Lead. 
Ann  Beal 
Eusebia  Winter 
Jane  Craddock 
Ann  Collison 
Mary  Ranger 
Mary  Harris 
Thos.  Chittenden 
Geo.  Thorn 
Rich.  Beeching 
Dav.  Clifford 
Wm.  Beal 
Jon.  Bovis 
Thos.  Hearnden 
Jas.  Riddle 
Wm.  Collison 
Mary  Smith 
Hanh.  Harris 
Jon.  Willis 
Win,  Cochrane 
Mary  Cook 
Virtue  Veney 
Abram  Osmar 
Thos.  Colefield 
P.  Corck 
Mary  Roberts 

No.  26. 


John  Stansby,  Lead. 
Eliz.  Clifford 
Eliz,  Hearnden 
Frances  Cowing 
Sar.  Sutton 
Eliz.  Allen 
Thos.  David 
Sami.  Meed 
Thos.  Sparks 
Danl.  Webb 
Wm.  Bridgland 
Edwd.  Meed 
Sus.  Stone 
Sami.  Underdown 
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Jane  Stevens 
Hen.  Evans 
Eliz.  Young 
Thos.  Harris 
Jon.  Edwards 
Sami.  Crowhurst 
Wm.  Shorter 
Wm.  Winter 
Edw.  Eaton 
James  Barnet 
Wm.  Coleman 
Ed.  Chittenden 

No.  25. 

W.  R.  Colbert,  Lead. 
Wm.  Hill 
Ann  Heady 
Sus.  Swain 
Eliz.  Jarvis 
Mary  Dimmock 
Celia  Simmons 
Eliz.  Cowen 
Jon.  Kneller 

No.  9. 

Wm.  Rose,  Lead. 

Jas.  Jarratt 
Wm.  Binskin 
Josi.  Baldwin 
Jon.  Buck 
Ric.  Fowle 
Jon.  Marchant 
Wm.  Smyth 
Chars.  Fuggles 
Hen.  Piper 
Rob.  Binskin 
Thos.  Burton 
Chars.  Stone 
Jas.  Paternoster 
Thos.  Cook 
Hen.  Wildish 
Wm.  Turk 
Geo.  Chittenden 
Wm.  Ashdown 

No.  19. 


James  Terry,  Lead. 
Richd.  Colegate 
Wm.  Constable 
Jos.  Sutton 
Jon.  Kemp 
Mar.  Woodford 
Mai  th.  Oliver 
Mary  Bouglmrst 
Elear.  Colefield 
Win.  Beeching 
Thos  Ditton 
Wm.  Jarvis 
Thos.  Jones 
Jas.  Evendeti 
Ann  Arnett 
Martha  Bonner 
Sophia  Barton 

No.  17. 


Charles  Baker,  Lead. 
Jon.  Stevans 
Sar.  Martin 
Pat.  Dawson 
Alice  Selby 
Jon.  Chambers 
Wm.  Dunmill 
Wm.  Bonner 
Ann  Cooper 
W.  Shorter 
Cha.  Baker 
Jas.  Cooper 
M.  A.  Harrington 
Sus.  Clegg 

Charlotte  Paternoster 
Wm.  Brown 
H.  Turk 
Ed.  Roberts 
Reb.  Hyland 
Wm.  Copleston 
Eliz.  Howard 
Mary  Jarrett 
Ann  Wills 
Wm.  Quaife 
Mary  Reed 


Eliz.  Beeching 
Mary  Rouse 

No.  27. 

Henry  Webb,  Lead. 
Jon.  Abnett 
Wm.  Abnett 
Mary  Mitchell 
Sar.  Mills 
Christor.  Evans 
Jon.  Spillit 
Jas.  Fryer 
Mary  Buskin 
Sus.  Marshall 
Mary  Foreman 
Martha  Martin 
Kneller 
Jane  Boom 

No.  14. 


Charles  Cousins,  Lead. 

Sar.  Marchant 

Mary  Stanford 

Soph.  Wood 

Eliz.  Box 

Martha  West 

Sar.  Fowle 

Ann  Harrison 

Jon.  Kingsnorth 

Robt.  Terry 

Jas.  Harrison 

Jon.  Sutton 

Jon.  Osmar 

Jas.  Pentecost 

Jon.  Bovis 

Wm.  Chapman 

Sar.  Abnett 

Ann  Hopenden 

Jon.  Steady 

Jon.  Roberts 

Jon.  Lunnon 

No.  21. 
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Joseph  Moore,  Lead. 
Frances  Moore 
Martha  Jackson 
Mary  Hearn  den 
Har.  Sharp 
Eliz.  Meed 
Eliz  Day 
Har.  Grover 
Mary  Clarke 
Ann  Clarke 
Mary  Spicer 

No.  ii. 


Ann  Sutton,  Lead. 
J.  V.  Hazell 
Sar.  Fagg 
Jane  Ayers 
Sar.  Jarrett 
Eliz.  Talbott 
Eliz.  Head 
Charlotte  Pett 
Mary  Hinds 
Diana  Lepine 

No.  io. 


Eliz.  Rhodes,  Lead. 
Mar.  Ladbrook 
Sar.  Holland 
Mary  Worley 
Eliz.  Dunmill 
Mary  Vigor 
Han.  Piper 
Fran.  Austen 
Eliz.  Vigor 
Eliz.  Colbert 
Han.  Roberts 
Eliz.  Sutton 
Betty  Close 
Sar.  Baldwin 
Mary  Copleston 
Marg.  Sisley 
M.  A.  Abrams 
Fran.  Cooper 
Fran,  Willis 


Ann  Marsh 
Soph.  Pound 
Sar.  Rose 
Chas.  Marchant 
Sar.  Curtis 

No.  24. 


Cath.  Gill,  Lead. 
Sar.  Rowe 
Sar.  Sharpe 
M.  A.  Dunmill 
Mary  Ladbrook 
Sar.  Boxell 
Ann  Douglas 
Eliz.  Buckingham 
Char.  Giles 
Han.  Ladbrook 
Mary  Copleston 
Eliz.  Thomson 
Cath.  Sisley 
Mary  Head 
Loisa  Talbot 
Jane  Philmore 
Lydia  Webb 
Eliz.  Baber 
Mary  Smith 
Rac.  Barr 
Sar.  Chappie 
Mary  King 
Ann  Cousins 

No.  23. 


Ann  Clark,  Lead. 
Fran.  Hazell 
Mary  Marsh 
Mary  Robinson 
Ann  Binskin 
Mary  Marriott 
Mary  Walter 
Amy  Bottin 
Jane  Logan 
Martha  Ditton 
Mary  Fullagar 

No.  11. 


Wra.  Box.  Lead. 
Jon.  Buck 
Geo.  Openshaw 
Jas.  Mitchell 
Win.  Arnold 
Jas.  Head 

No.  6. 


HEADCORN. 

Kelsam  Fullagar,  Lead. 

Mary  Alehin 

Eliz.  Alehin 

Sus.  Frid 

Wm.  Hewlcin 

Mary  Gower 

Jas.  Palmer 

Wm.  Morgan 

Hamutal  Palmer 

Mary  Hooker 

Wm.  Philpot 

Diana  Philpot 

Ed.  Chamburst 

Wm.  Frid 

Sus.  Butcher 

No.  15. 

Pamia.  Boorman,  Lead. 
Chas.  Fullagar 
Eliz.  Parker 
Estli.  Hooker 
Eliz.  Heath 
Eliz.  Goodwin 
Wm.  Mannering 
Sar.  Hewkins 
Har.  Mannering 
No.  9. 

Sami.  Cotton,  Lead. 
Geo.  Vane 
Richd.  Children 
Button  Hooker 
Ann  Fullagar 
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Eliz.  Fullagar 
Frances  Hooker 
Win.  Mannering 
Charlotte  Turk 
Lydia  Cotton 
Tlios.  Crouch. 

No.  II. 


Tlios  Fullagar,  Lead. 

Jon.  Mannering 
Win.  Allchin 
Wm.  Witherden 
Jon.  Fuggle 
Jesse  Hyland 

No.  6. 

Whole  number,  41. 

QOUDHURST. 

Stephen  Stanbridge,  Lead. 

Joseph  Stanbridge 

Frances  Dyer 

Abraham  Milton 

Mar.  Doust 

Ric.  Lock 

Sus  Doust 

Jane  Dyer 

Ann  Don 

Elen.  Luck 

Elen.  Dennis 

Sus.  Cutbush 

Frances  Crump 

Mary  Curd 

Geo.  Waghorn 

Cath.  Havlor 

Sami.  Beechin 

No.  17. 

Richard  Apps.  Lead. 

Jas.  Baker 
Phebe  Braben 
Ed.  Mercer 


Thos.  Barden 
Charles  Onions 
Jos.  Robbins 
Isaac  Good 
Steph.  Eves 
Elen.  Doust 
Jas.  Stiles 
Charles  Lock 

No.  12. 


Ann  Apps,  Lead. 

Phebe  Freeman 
Lucj’  Colshom 
Mar.  Onions 
Ann  Bradford 
Rebec.  Barden 
Phebe  Dyer 
Sar.  Stanbridge 
Eliz.  Good 
Mary  Drai  y 
Lotitia  Eves 
Jane  Stiles 
Reb.  Moor 
Eliz.  Booiman 

No.  14. 

James  Stanbridge,  Lead 
Mary  Lock 
Jesse  Braban 
Mary  Spice 
Thos.  Manwairing 
Eliz.  Manwairing 
Eliz.  Field 

No.  7. 

Stephen  Doust,  Lead. 

Wm.  Freeman 

Step.  Dow 

Thos.  Luck 

Isa.  Doust 

ann  Doust 

Ric.  Exell 


Jos.  Tomsit 
Sus.  Boorman 

No.  9. 

John  Peirce,  Lead. 
Jon.  Lock 
J011.  Luck 
W111.  Watherston 
Ann  Watherston 
Jane  Luck 
Eliz.  Luck 
Jas.  Crump 
Ric.  Apps 
Sar.  Golden 

No.  10. 

Whole  69. 


MARDEN. 

Zeb.  Meeds,  Lead. 
Jas.  Leeds 
Eliz.  Leeds 
Ann  Susan 
Win.  Susan 
Mar.  Mannering 
Ann  Tree 
Jon  Posse 
Wm.  Barham 
Sar.  Barham 
Jeffry  Gaskin 
Eliz.  Gaskin 
Jas.  Crouch 
Sar.  Crouch 
Thos.  Barham 
Sar.  Meeds 
Ambrose  Daw 
Geo.  Gaskin 

No.  18 
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HOLLINQ  BOURN. 

Jolin  Gordon,  Lead. 
Thos.  Noax 
Ed.  Barnet 
Pris.  Gordon 
Ann  Barnett 
Eliz,  Wreath 
Mar.  Tollast 
Wm.  Palmer 
Mary  Noaks 
M.  A.  Russell 
Sus.  Palmer 
Mary  Rowland 
Thos.  Smith 
Jas.  Butler 

No.  14. 


Joseph  Rowland,  Lead. 

Sar.  Gower 

Wm.  Hughes 

Mary  Hughes 

Jas.  Tollast 

Han.  Knight 

Wm.  Tilby 

Eliz.  Cheesman 

Han.  Beetham 

Sar.  Crisfield 

Jon.  Ledger 

Eliz.  Ledger 

Jos.  Briggs 

Mary  Briggs 

Sar.  Kimsley 

M.  A.  Palmer 

Jon.  Oliver 

Mary  Oliver 

Eliz.  Tilby 

Sus.  Shaw 

Sar.  Sharp 

No.  21. 


Robt.  Palmer,  Lead. 
Charles  Holland 
Hugh  Seers 
Eliz,  Holland 
Jas.  Tunbridge 
Mary  Tunbridge 
Margt.  Robarts 
Frances  Lampard 
Isaac  Russell 
Frances  Seers 
Jon.  Glover 
Sar.  Glover 
Jon.  Ashdown 

13. 

Whole  No.  48. 


THURNHAM. 

Richard  Trowell,  Lead. 
Ann  Lunnan 
Charlotte  Carpenter 
Mary  Winter 
Rob,  Winter 
Sus.  Winter 
Eli/.  Winter 
Han.  Barker 
Sar.  Akehurst 
Ann  Akehurst 
Wm.  Akehurst 
Geo.  Ward 
Ann  Ward 
Martha  Ward 
Theophi,  Ward 
No.  15. 


AYLE5F0RD. 

John  Toomath,  Lead. 
Ann  Beaumont 
Sar.  Streaton 


Frances  Wakefield 
Reb.  Grice 
Sus.  Seager 
Jas.  Sampson 
Sami.  Gray 
Jane  Gray 
Sar.  Belton 
Thos.  Hayes 
Ann  Hayes 
Sami.  Steel 
Sar.  Steel 
Jas.  Belton 
Geo.  Lewis 
Ann  Lewis 
Eliza  Heath 
Mary  Shorter 
Mary  Toomath 
Eliza  Tomlin 

No.  21. 


MAULING. 

Thos.  Towner,  Lead. 
C.  Kerr 
Mary  Kerr 
Philip  Martin 
Ann  Young 
Thos.  Waterman 
Phil.  Best 
Hen.  Knight 
Mary  Knight 
Hen.  Knight 
Jon.  Mitchell 

No.  11. 


BARMINQ. 

Thos.  Haffenden,  Lead. 
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APPENDIX  III. 


MEMBERSHIP  IN  THE  MAIDSTONE  CIRCUIT 

SINCE  1846, 

The  year  of  the  separation  from  Sittingbourne. 


Year. 

Number  in 
Society. 

Year. 

Number  in 
Society. 

Year. 

N  umber  in 
Society. 

Year. 

Number  in 
Society. 

1846 

-  433 

1864 

...  400 

1882 

...  417 

1090 

...  487 

1847 

...  441 

1865 

...  416 

1883 

...  458 

1901 

-  495 

1848 

...  500 

1866 

...  401 

1884 

...  467 

1902 

...  478 

1849 

...  474 

1867 

...  448 

1885 

...  444 

1903 

...  466 

1850 

...  438 

1868 

...  463 

1886 

...  456 

1904 

...  502 

1851 

...  426 

1869 

...  433 

1887 

...  475 

1905 

-  533 

1852 

■  377 

1870 

435 

1888 

...  466 

1906 

...  54i 

1853 

...  350 

1871 

-.  413 

1889 

...  451 

1907 

...  498 

1854 

-  352 

1872 

...  364 

1890 

...  457 

1908 

-  473 

i855  • 

■  •  33i 

1873  . 

•  ••  355 

1891 

...  523 

1909 

...  482 

1856 

...  324 

1874 

•  ••  336 

1892 

•  ••  554 

1910 

...  461 

1857 

...  313 

1875 

...  316 

1893 

-  559 

1911 

...  467 

1858  . 

...  320 

1876 

...  328 

1894 

-  54i 

1912 

...  425 

1859 

■  333 

1877 

-  332 

1895 

•  ••  543 

1913 

...  477 

i860 

...  333 

1878  , 

...  338 

1896  , 

...  508 

1914 

...  491 

1861  , 

•  ••  374 

1879 

•  ••  329 

1897 

...  512 

1862 

...  383 

1880 

-  352 

1898 

...  473 

1863  , 

...  384 

1881  , 

...  39i 

1899 

...  473 
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Appendix  IY. 

rhembers  in  Society  at  Union  Street,  1923. 

Leader,  Ernest  Norman  Carter, 

Ernest  Norman  Carter  Charles  Humphrey  Smitli  Bernard  F.  Wicks 
William  Telford  Henry  James  Topley  Frank  Wiffen 

Richard  William  Burkitt  Albert  E  Howarth  Wesley  Savage 

Arthur  Herbert  Startup  Thomas  Stubbs 


Leader,  John  Henry  Newton, 


John  Henry  Newton 

Walter  Feakins 

Christopher  Hitch 

Emily  Newton 

Frank  John  Blinkhorn 

Joseph  Abnett 

Thomas  James  Newton 

Henry  J.  Skinner 

Wesley  Dunstan 

Mary  E.  Rogers 

Leader,  Mary  E.  Rogers. 
Ella  Huggett 

Kate  Bouckley 

Miriam  Barton 

Sarah  Larkins 

Minnie  Elcombe 

Clara  L.  Barton 

Bessie  Stubbs 

Ellen  Parker 

Ellen  Colegate 

Edith  Spaull 

Minnie  Tottman 

Lizzie  Watchurst 

Eliza  J.  Hunt 

Emily  Knight 

Grace  Bray 

Adelaide  Smith 

Leader,  Adelaide  Smith. 
Ada  Startup 

Elsie  Penny 

Bella  Wiffen 

Edith  Smith 

Mabel  Matthews 

Alice  Judge 

Dorothy  Hewitt 

Selina  Hart 

Nellie  Bonny 

Dulcie  Hitch 

Louie  Bridge 

Ada  Ivens 

Pearl  Dockrill 

Ella  Brownscombe 

Daisy  Gates 

Lizzie  Bonny 

Winnie  Golding 

Nellie  Topley 

Edith  Tutt 

Bessie  Hawkes 

Maud  Barton 

Louie  Moon 

Elsie  Packham 

Hetty  Fynn 

Minnie  Beeching 

Laura  Prescott 

Nellie  Johnson 

Evelyn  Howarth 

Jessie  Cro 

Hannah  Burrows 

Leader,  The  Minister. 
Mrs.  E,  Willett 

Miss  Miller 

Harriet  Parker 

Miss  H,  W.  Dutnall 

Gwendoline  Voy  Carter 

Julia  Solman 

Catherine  Burgess 

Norman  L.  L  Carter 

Mrs.  F.  J.  Newton 

Mrs  Kemp 

Jonathan  W.  Carter 

Beatrice  Hitch 

Mrs.  J.  Dockrill 

Frederick  Peck 

Emily  Barton 

Mrs.  E.  Hewitt 

Mary  E.  Peck 

Mildred  Feakin 

Joan  Blackstone 

Mrs.  S .  G.  South 

Nellie  Barham 

Hilda  Savage 

Arthur  Toon 

Emily  Sharp 

Margaret  Cullum 

Gertrude  Toon 

Catherine  Barrowman 

Mrs.  Ellis 

Mrs.  F.  Mittell 

Mrs,  S.  Crispin 

Sarah  Alexander 

Mrs.  E.  Wardley 

Mrs.  Lucas 

Alfred  William  Ratclifte 

Leonard  Holt 

Olive  Whyman 

Rose  Ratcliffe 

Dorothy  Wilson 

Charlotte  Robertson 

Mr.  Loveland 

Elizabeth  Heavens 

G.  H.  Robertson 

Mrs.  Loveland 

Cammie  Robson 

Annie  E.  Ring 

Leader,  Annie  E,  Ring. 
Gwen  Church 

Doris  Attwood 

Gladys  Boardman 

Muriel  Kemp 

Beatrice  Cox 

Doris  Dean 

Irene  Searles 

Delcie  Enfield 

Marjory  Ring 

Doris  Cheesman 

Winnie  Enfield 
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Leader,  Annie  E.  Ring,  continued. 


Phyllis  Bouckley 

Marjory  Hitch 

Florrie  Carter 

Edna  Tyhurst 

Hilda  Ring 

Evelyn  Loveland 

Christine  Lester 

Doris  Startup 

Chrissie  Biddlecombe 

Leader,  Charles  William  Tebbutt. 

Charles  Win,  Tebbutt  Fred  Bouckley 

R.  Lucas 

W.  E.  Cro 

Kenneth  B.  Topley 

Eric  Lucas 

Percy  Hawkes 

S,  E.  South 

Alec  Robertson 

Alfred  G.  Bouckley 

S.  R,  South 

S.  Howes 

John  Fancett 

Frank  Boorman 

Angus  G.  Ring 

Theo  Gascoine 

Robert  Peck 

Ronald  Hitch 

Frederick  Bonny 

W.  Negus 

Charles  Bassett 

Frank  Mittell 

W.  H.  Hayes 

Percy  Hewitt 

Leader,  Edgar  John 

Church. 

Edgar  John  Church 

Emilie  Wilson 

Carrie  Cullum 

Louisa  Wilson 

James  Knight 

Walter  Johnson 

Elizabeth  Tebbutt 

William  Dockrill 

S.  Johnson 

Eli  l'ebbutt 

Lily  Ivens 

Samuel  Cullum 

Leader, 

George  Bray 

Jessie  Church 

Frances  Burkitt 

William  Boardman 

Julie  Abbott 

Arthur  Stanley 

Jessie  Wraith 

Elsie  Packham 
Gwendoline  Carter 

Florence  Stanley 

Katharine  Barrowman 

Supplement  to  Appendix  I.,  pp.  38-42. 

List  of  Ministers. 

1915  ) 

19x6  >  Robert  J.  Wardell,  James  Opie  Urmson 

1917  ) 

1918  ) 

1919  >  Samuel  E.  Keeble,  Harry  I  readgold,  M.A. 

1920  ) 

192^  \  R°bert  C.  Robson,  Percival  M.  Despres. 
1923  Ernest  Pratt,  Percival  M.  Despres. 


Supplement  to  Appendix  III.,  p.  48. 

Membership  in  the  Maidstone  Circuit. 


Year. 

1915  ..493 

1916  ...497 

1917. ..492 


Year. 

1918  ...  467 

1919.. .  447 

1920 .. .  422 


Year. 

1921  ...437 

1922  ...437 

1923  ...471 
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Appendix.  V. 

Union  Stpeet  Trust,  as  Renewed  in  1906, 


List  of  Trustees. 


Appointed 
1 888 

Edmund  Gascoine 

died  1907. 

)) 

Geo.  Fredk.  Baker 

died  1908. 

99 

William  Brownscombe. 

99 

Tom  Grainge 

died  1908. 

99 

Charles  Ghuznee  Hewitt 

died  1917. 

99 

Albert  Wm.  Smith. 

99 

Walter  Henry  Smith. 

1894. 

Charles  Leaver  Smith  ... 

died  1920. 

99 

William  Willett... 

died  1909. 

99 

John  Henry  Solman 

died  1909. 

99 

William  Dockrill. 

99 

Alfred  Wm.  Ratcliffe. 

1906 

Alfred  Brownscombe. 

99 

Edgar  Wm.  Barnett  Abbott, 

99 

Frank  John  Biinkhorn,  Treasurer . 

99 

Edgar  John  Church,  Secretary. 

99 

William  Jackling. 

99 

Charles  Humphrey  Smith. 

99 

Charles  William  Tebbutt. 

Union  Street  Stewards,  1923. 


Frank  John  Biinkhorn 
Edgar  John  Church 

Albert  Win.  Smith— Burial  Steward. 


Chapel  Stewards. 


Samuel  Cullum  \ 

Alfred  George  Bouckley  f  Society  Stewards. 
William  Edward  Cro  ) 

Henry  James  Topley  j 

William  Boardman  j  Poor  Stewards. 

Frederick  Bonny  ) 


. 


